Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter  1


Concerning Church Building and Related Objects


(Preliminary Translation)





	The Church is the house of prayer (worship). No Church is to be built without the permission of the bishop. If one dares to do that (build without permission) no offerings shall be made in it forever and if a priest dares to make offerings in it he shall be cut off.





	The way to build a Church and its requirements are detailed in the tenth and thirty fifth chapters of the Descolia. It should be lighted with many lights like heaven especially during the reading the chapters from the holy books. It should be very bright with candles and oil lamps and let the bishop consecrate the altars and there should be with him at the time of consecration seven priests and he shall anoint it with myroon oil which is the ointment of joy because it is the seal of the Lord so that it becomes a worthy place to offer liturgy in it. The first reading on the altar shall be from the Gospel of John the divine and liturgy (communion) service is made when the priests are gathered with their leader (the bishop) and all the deacons and it should be done with respect and joy. If the altar is broken or moved, it shall be consecrated again because the moving of an altar from one location to another is like the moving of the rock (tabernacle) of the Israelites from one location to another in the wilderness.  The dust of the altar which is swept shall be thrown in a water way that has a current. And all the belongings of the Church and its vessels of gold or silver shall not be used in any house, it is forbidden because it is against the commandments, and if anyone does such thing, he should be exiled from the Church after being punished.  If those outside the faith over power the believers and prevent them from entering the Church, the bishop can use his residence for the offerings (liturgy). And if it was not possible to do that, let everyone sing the hymnals, do the readings, and pray alone. No one shall offer qurbaan (perform liturgy) in the house of the bishop or any of the believers if the place does not have a consecrated Church (altar), and if one defies the Church and performs in his home Church services not permitted in a home shall be anathema. No one shall sit in the altar (room) for anything other than prayer and to bow in front of the altar.. It is not permitted for any of the believers to receive communion from the altar if he was not a priest. It is not permitted to make social gatherings or meetings in the Churches or altars of  God (this is specifically for the sanctuary and not applicable to attached social halls). Do not belittle or shame the Church of God by having food and drink in the Church embarrassing those who can not afford to pay by having some hungry and others drunk. It is not legal for women to enter the altar room even if it was to pray. It is not allowed for merchants or money changers to buy or sell inside the Church. The doors of the Church have to be guarded lest an unbeliever or a believer who is prevented enter and (try to) share in the mysteries (communion). 








[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D. (The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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