Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 2


The Holy Books We are Commanded to Accept in the Holy Church


(Preliminary Translation)





(Old Testament Books ‘Kutoob Al-Atiqua”): Torah (Books of Moses) Five Chapters (Books). Joshua Ibn Noon (one book), Judges (one book), Ruth (one book), Judite (one book), Kings (two books Kings I, II one book, Kings III, IV one book), Chronicles of the Days (two books, ‘debry Ayameen’?), Ezra (two books, Ezra and Nehamia), Ester (one book), Job (one book), Psalms of David (one book), The Wisdom of Solomon (five books: Proverbs, ‘Quhalet’?, Song of Songs, Wisdom, the Wisdom of Boaaz?).





(The Books of the Prophets): sixteen books. The four major are: Isiah, Armeiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. The twelve minor prophets are: Hosa, Youeel, Amos, Obedia, Jonah  ‘Younaan’, Mica, Nahoum, Abaqouque, Saphnia, Hagi, Zakariah, and Malackhi.





(Additionally):  The Wisdom of Joshua Ibn Sirakh for children education, and the book of Joseph Ibn Karboon that is the book of Maccabeans.





(New Testament Books):  The Holy Gospel which is authored by the four evangelist: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Epraxis (The Book of Acts) one book, The Catholoquoon (Catholic Epistles) seven epistles: Peter (2), John (3), Yacoub (James) one epistle, Jude (one epistle). The books of Paul the Apostle, fourteen epistles, and the Book of Apoghalamsys (Apocalypse, the Book of Revelation) of St. John the Evangelist. And these are the commandments that we command you, any man who refer to the books written by the infidels and brings it to the Church claiming that they are the books of the holy to lead the people into rotten repute shall be exiled.





[Translator Footnote: Please note that he refers to the five books of Moses ‘Pentateuch’ as one unit. He refers to five books of Solomon, we only use three. He categorizes the prophets of the old testament major and minor exactly as we do today. The Holy Gospel is considered one unit with four authors, very advanced thinking. Catholic epistles are referred to as one unit. Then he numbers the epistles of Paul the Apostle fourteen exactly as we have them today, but he does not name them individually! I also was surprised he does not list: Epsalmodi, Agpeya, Katomares(es), Synxarium, Liturgy, The Offices or Rituals. .. etc.  A researcher can look into it! Finally, he warns against the books of the heretics which were known even before his time; e.g. the “Gospel” of Barnaba?????]








[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]














(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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