Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 3


Concerning Baptism and those who Enter the Faith


(Preliminary Translation)





	Baptism is a duty (requirement) for men and women (the human race) young and old because of our Lord, Glory be to Him, said: “One that is not born of water and the Spirit can not inherit the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:4-5).  He also said to his disciples: “Go ye and preach the whole wide world, and baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Whosoever believes and is baptized is saved and whosoever does not believe is condemned.” (Matt 28:19, Mark 16:15, John 3:22, 4:1)





	The laws concerning baptism (Descolia 21) is that: no one performs baptism except for the bishop or priest. The deacons serve with them. No one is to perform baptism for a bribe and not to sell the gift of the Holy Spirit (Descolia 20). Women do not perform baptism (Apostles 44). and anyone who receives the baptism of the heretics is not considered a believer. (Descolia 34, Nicea 24). Men should not receive women who come out of the baptizmry, and same for women do not receive men who come out of the baptizmry. But men receive men and women receive women. Baptism should be in a flowing water (like a river ) or water which runs into a baptizmry, but if this is not possible the water can be poured into the baptizmry. (Desolia 34) and the person is immersed in the water so that he shares in the death of Christ and his coming out of the water is a symbol of our rising up with Him
