Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 5, Part 5 of 5


Concerning Bishops


(Preliminary Translation)











1.  The bishop is like a pastor as it was stated in the Descolia. There are three views to consider:


	1-  Before his ordination,


	2-  At his ordination,


	3- After he is ordained.





1- First, the conditions which are required to make one worthy of becoming a bishop


2- Second, The reasons that prevents one from becoming a bishop,


3- Third, Things that do not make it and do not prevent it but still one is still eligible to become a bishop.





-3- The things required are eight


(1,2,3,4) First, Second, Third, and Fourth have to do with his reputation, his behavior, his age, and the manner of his election. Paul the Apostles said: “The word is in truth, if one desires the episcopate he desired something good and it is required  that a bishop be found without blame, the husband of one woman, with live conscious, wise, loves the strangers, able to teach, does not drink wine in excess, and his hand is not quick to beating. But he should be humble, not  quick to disagreement, not a lover of money, and able to rule his house well, raises his children well and teaches them obedience and all purity because if can not rule his own house how can he rule in the Church of God. he should not be anew convert because he might fall in the sin of conceit and receive the punishment of Satan. He should also have a good report from those who are outside our faith so he does not fall in the temptations and tricks of the devil.” (I Timothy 3:1-7).  





4.  The Descolia (3) says (on the mouth of the Apostles) we heard our Lord Jesus Christ saying: “The pastor whom you choose to sit as bishop on the Church should be without strong desire and without ailment and is pure from all injustice and his age should be not less than 50 years and if he can he should be full of all teachings and is fluent and literate in speech” . And if the chair was minor and they could not find one who is of old age they can accept a younger man who is proclaimed by those who live with him that he is worthy to be bishop and if he is doing in his youth what is expected of the elder and conducts his affairs with a smile take him and examine him and if he is as was said ordain him in peace. And if he was young or old let him be smiling, humble, and quiet because the lord said by Isiah the prophet: ”My eyes are on the humble and the fearful heart and the poor at all times.” (Isiah 66:2). Also the gospel says: “Blessed are the meek because they inherit the earth.” (Matt 5:5) He should also be merciful because it says: “Blessed are the merciful because they receive mercy.” (Matt 5:7).  He should be a peace maker because it says; “Blessed are the peace makers because they are called the sons of God.” (Matt 5:9).  And his reputation should be good and pure because it says: “Blessed are those who are clean of heart because they see God.” (Matt 5:8). He should be patient, has experienced the different ranks (of priesthood), does not get irritable, not a drunken, not stubborn, not a lover of money, and should also be blameless in things of this world because it is written that you should examine the one you desire to put on the chair to be sure that he is without blame and not driven to anger because the wisdom says that: “anger impairs wisdom.”  He should also be loving because the Lord said: “By that they know that they are my disciples , if you love one another.”  And this is the way those you choose should be, they should be over thirty years of age.





5.  (Fifth): He must be a monk or one who has a rank of the altar (priesthood). A laymen is not fit for the task except if it was out of necessity and after he takes an oath of keeping all the holy laws. This is according to what was stated in the laws of Athanasios the Patriarch of Constantinepole and it is established likewise in our (Coptic)  Church, I mean being a monk or a priest.





6.  (Sixth): To work for approval by the people on whom he is made bishop and the approval of his patriarch (Descolia 36)He should be selected based on the approval of the people of the area by the will of the Holy Spirit.





7.  If one desires the position of a bishop and was approved by all the people of the region but not by the metropolitan of that region, his episcopate is not permissible because it has to be his (the metropolitan) approval (Nicea 9).  And if any one violates this law the synod shall anathematize him and his episcopate is avoided. But if a majority approve of him and he has the approval of the metropolitan and the patriarch he is approved.  





8.  The bishop is by the approval of the patriarch and the folks in his episcopate and his becoming a bishop is in the presence of two or three bishops.





9.  The priest or deacon ordination is by the approval of the bishop and is completed by the blessing of one bishop.





10.  (Seventh):  The ordination of one as bishop should not be done hastily but after gaining knowledge about him, his faith, his reputation, and is commended and has been gradually elevated to the different ranks of priesthood. And if he has proven himself in every rank he achieved he is to be presented for the episcopate.





11.  He should be recommended by a group of the believers, at least the recommendation of twelve men.





12.  If the place is small and their is not twelve men to recommend him, they should write to the nearby churches asking them to send three of their selected believers and they shall examine the one that is recommended and if they find him fit for the position, worthy, and of good reputation and not unfair and not a hypocrite and able to interpret the book, they should recommend him.





Conditions that Prevents It





13.  1-First, It is not permissible to elect a crazed person.





14.  2,3-Second, Third:  It is not permissible to nominate a blind, a dumb, a stupid not because it is a deficiency but because he can not execute the duties and satisfy the needs of the Church.





15.  4-(Fourth): If one was unbeliever and was baptized (was converted) or one who was evil and repented should not be considered in the begging of his changed situation because it is a transgression to ask one to be a teacher before he reaches maturity in knowledge unless it is by a revelation from God.





16.  5-(Fifth): One who makes himself an Eunuch is not eligible, but one who was made eunuch by force is not to be prevented.





17.  6-(Sixth):  If one objects to his ordination and states that he is not qualified, it should be postponed for three months in which time the allegations are examined and if they found to be true he is prevented, otherwise he is presented.





18.  His foe is to be punished if the allegations were not true. If the foe was a priest he is to be separated and if he was one of the believers his punishment is decided as appropriate.





Third- What Is Not Proper but Does Not Prevent It





19. One is not prevented from becoming a bishop if he was one eyed, or if he limbs if he is otherwise qualified because the deformity of the body is not a fault but the fault is that of the soul.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Second View The Conditions at His Ordination





20.  (Descolia 36): The bishop is ordained on a Sunday and all the people (meaning majority) are in agreement about his ordination and the people and the priests testify to his worthiness and those who come to lay their hands on him should wash their hands then consecrate him. The people should be standing with their hands lifted in awe and silence. The bishops lay their hands on him saying: “We lay our hands on this servant selected for  God in the name of the Father and the Son and the holy Spirit to install him in a firm and righteous rank in the one without blemish the Church of the Living God the Unseen to do just judgment and holy witness, pure grace and teaching. Amen. This is the one who became for the Catholic (Universal) Church through the Holy Trinity by the mystery of the Cross. After that the first in the bishops (highest rank) lays his hand on him and recites the prayer of the ordination (The book of Church Offices). and all the people say: Amen. After that all the bishops embrace him (congratulate him)while the priests and the congregation is chanting worthy, worthy, worthy (Coptic: Axis, Axis, Axis). And they all embrace him and wish for him safety and then hey read the appropriate passages and they complete the liturgy in an orderly fashion and he receives communion first and then he gives communion to them (meaning those below him in the ranks of priesthood) and he sends them in peace. They celebrate a spiritual feast for three days on the example of the one who was raised on third day. 





21.  (Apostles 52): If they all accept him, let the congregation, the priest, and the bishops gather together on s a Sunday. And the highest in rank among them shall say: “Here is the one whom you all have nominated to be your leader.” If they say yes, he should ask them: “Is this one worthy of the great honored position and is his standing proper and there is nothing against him?” and if they say yes, this is in truth and without hypocrisy. He should ask them a third time: “Is he worthy of the position of leadership because every witness has to be confirmed from the mouth of two or three?” And if they say yes, they all should shake hands with him. When they do so in friendship they then fall silent. The deacons then take the holy gospels and place them on his head while they (the bishops) consecrate him and afterwards the bishops should seat him on an appropriate  chair. And if they all accept him the Lord accepts him also.





22.  (Descolia 46): A bishop is not ordained without the presence of the bishop of the region (his leader) and the leader should not be alone but bring with him at least two more bishops so that he is ordained by the participation of three bishops. He is ordained as follows: They place the gospel on his head and the highest ranking of the  bishops prays on him. And when he finishes, he lays his hand on him, breathes (blows) on him to be filled of the Holy Spirit. Afterwards he embraced (receives a kiss) by all the clergy. But the laymen kiss his hands only.  And no one kisses his mouth except the bishops and priests. Afterwards you complete the liturgy.





23.   (Descolia 34):  We command you that a bishop is consecrated by at least three bishops. But if for necessity, by two bishops. And it is not permissible for a bishop to be consecrated by one because the witness of two or three (no less) is confirmed.





24.  (Apostles 56):  If a bishop was ordained by one bishop, he should be separated. But if it was done because of persecution or similar unusual circumstances and they could not gather a congregation he can be accepted if this is approved by many bishops and they can allow by their authority if it seems proper to them.





The View Concerning What Follows Ordination:


In Three parts





25- (First): What He Should DO Following Ordination:





(Descolia 23):  When he is ordained bishop he should fast for three weeks. Not eating anything except on the Saturday of every week if it was not the Pentecost season. He should continue fasting for a whole year, eating on the third day. The food the bishop eats in his year of fasting  should be: bread, salt, oil, honey, beans, and he should not taste wine. But for the rest of his life he should fast according to his ability receiving food with measure according to necessity. He should not eat neat not because of cleanliness but lest his hear is hardened and his mind is dulled and he is not able to stay awake in the late hours (to pray) with comfort.  Because the one who seeks to complete all these acts should choose weakness and the one who chooses the weakness of the body does not profit from what makes the body strong. If the bishop becomes ill in the year of his fasting, let him eat fish and take little wine to help him and not be laid down which will cause the Church to loose his leadership and teaching.  He should work hard daily to be able to receive communion so that he can live by it every day. 





26.  (Apostles 35): The bishop should fast according to the same schedule (following his first year) of the congregation, because if one of the believers brings food to the Church (like in celebrations) the bishop has to eat with the congregation (sense of community, father with his children).





27.  (Descolia 3):  The bishop should eat only for sufficiency so that he does not neglect in teaching those who are in need of teaching. He should not spend to excess, he should not be lost (wondering), not a seeker of pleasure, and should not (desire to) eat the most desirable of foods. He should be live hearted in teaching. He teaches at all times, and studies the holy books of the Lord always, contemplating the chapters so he can interpret the books with contemplation (deep thoughts).  He interprets the gospel and translates the laws and the prophets because the Lord said: “Examine the books  because it gives witness to me!” (John 5:39). He should not desire the profit which can cause embarrassment especially with those who are outside. He should not desire the bigger portion. Should not extort. Should not be a lover of the rich and despiser of the poor. Should not be the cause of disputes. should not give false witness. Should not be provoked to anger. Should not cosign. Should not be desirous of higher positions. Not a double hearted. Not a double tongued. Not a one who listens (to one side). Should not attend the feasts of the gentiles. Not to lust. Not a lover of Dinaries (money). Because all these things are enmity to God and Communion with Satan. He should be wise, sensitive, teaches the bad and be weary of them. Friend of everyone. And everything that is good in people he should gain it for himself.  Because if the pastor avoids injustice he makes his disciples to do likewise and he becomes their companion and they follow his good example and become worthy as Hosea said: “ Because as the priest is, so likewise is the congregation.” (Hosea 4:9). And also Jesus our Good Teacher and Savior started to do and teach these good things and He said: “any one who does and teaches these things shall be called greater in the kingdom of heaven.”  (Matt 5:19)  





28.  After his ordination, he should stay by the altar and dedicate himself to prayer night and day. If he prays for himself and for his flock every hour, he is doing a good thing.  He also should be alone in a house by the Church.  And if he has who can assist him, he should stay with him.  One or two helpers with the same spirit to help him in performing his duties and in particular the prayers and supplications in one accord. Because the Lord said: “If two or three gather in my name, I will be in their midst” (Matt 18:20). If he can not pray always, he should at least do the prayers of the hours (Agbeya). 





29.  He should implore the Lord with great effort and the words he says should bring fruits in those who listen to him, the fruits of the Holy  Spirit.





30.  Everything he teaches, he should he should teach remembering that he practiced it first, before he taught it, so he will know what is saying thoroughly. Because if he knows what he is saying , those who hear him will understand what he is saying. 





(2) Second, What He needs to do with His Flock and What Advise He Gets:





31.  Paul the Apostle said to Timothy: “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” (I Timothy 2:1-4)





32.  Be an example for the believers to follow in speaking and in action, in friendship and in faith, in purity and in the diligence in reading , in making requests and in teaching, and do not treat lightly the gift you have received. Keep yourself and your knowledge safe because by doing that your soul lives and also the souls of those who hear you. Do not admonish the old of age but call on him and treat him as a father. The young ones as your brothers, the old women and the mothers and the young women as your sisters with all purity. Honor the widows who are widows in truth. Do not approve of hearsay against a priest and any (accusation) should be by the witness of two or three men. Admonish the ones who transgress publicly so that the people are made to have the fear of God. Do not show favoritism. Do not lay your hands on anyone hastily.  This way you do not share in the sins of the others.





33.  Those whose thoughts are corrupted and lost justice think that goodness is a trade, stay away from them, because our trade is the fear of God by seeking sufficiency because we entered the world with nothing and we know that we will leave it with nothing also. For this reason we only seek food and cloths, but those who love riches and wealth fall in many disasters and the traps of the devil and many lusts immoral, dangerous, and drowns people in moral failure and destruction because the source of all evil is the love of money. And some people desired that and were driven away from the faith and put themselves in many tribulations. But you the man of God should escape from these things and be diligent in seeking righteousness and justice and follow after the faith, friendly pursuits, patience, humility, and fight the fight of good faith and reach for eternal life for which you were called. And advise the rich people of this world to not rely on their riches which are not to be relied on but on ‘Allah’ God who gave us out of his excess his riches for our comfort and to be rich in every good deed and to be quick to giving and sympathizing and to establish for themselves a good foundation  to attach them to the true life. “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.” (I Timothy 6:20-21).





34.  (Descolia 3,4):  Bishop, pay attention to the word and if you can interpret the books every word. Fill the hunger of your flock and quench their thirst form the light of the commandments so they become rich by your excessive teachings. And you bishops should be watching your flock because the one who watches you is Christ. The Lord on the mouth of Ezekiel is saying to you: “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.” (Ezekiel 33:7-8). For this reason teach those who are without knowledge and those who learn affix them and lead the lost back to the fold and talk to them many times for their own reprieve. Bishop, make yourself pure in all your deeds and now your rank because you are the example of God for all the people: kings, leaders, priests, fathers, children, teachers, and all those under your authority. Make them sit in the Church and preach to them the word because this is your authority by which you judge the sinners, and because to you he said: “Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matt 18:18). Rule with authority on the example of God. The one who repents accept him, because God is merciful. Admonish the one who transgresses and do not dismiss the one who repents. The bishop should care for the salvation of everyone because the Lord said: “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.” (Matt 18:10-11). And learn that you will be asked to give answer more (than the others) because the one who is given more is asked to give more. Be without blame so no one will have a doubt concerning you. The laymen cares for himself, but you are carrying a heavy burden.  It is written that the Lord said to Moses: “You and Aaron carry the transgressions of the people. The unaware, teach them. And know that you will have a great reward if you do that and you will receive a great punishment if you neglect to do it.”. Ezekiel said about the bishop who neglects his duties: “And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock. The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them. Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock; Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out..As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel.” (Ezekiel 34). If one sinned and you separated him for his sin do not keep him outside the Church but bring him back. And if one is lost look for him and the one that is hopeless because of his many transgression do not let him reach complete destruction. And if the bishop can, he should carry the sin of the sinner on himself and makes it his own and say to the transgressor come back and I will accept death in your place as my Lord the Christ who died for me and for everyone. Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.” (John 10:11-13). The Lord also said: “... What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing...” (Luke 15:3-7). The bishop for the sinners is the like the physician to the sick he is careful and sharing in his pain. Because “But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.” (Matt 9:12) and He said: “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.” (Matt 18:11). Do not love those who seek (benefits) and those who kiss up (‘Mutlahesseen’).  if you see a sinner (one acting badly?) cover for him inside (the Church) and order him (privately) to leave and send the deacons to catch up with him outside and ask them to cover for him and bring him back and to inquire about him. Afterwards give him as a law fasting according to the magnitude of his sin: 2, 3, 4, 5, or 7 weeks. And make him understand that he needs to be disciplined according to the degree of his sin and be generous with him and teach him to have humility for his own self.  


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


35.  You bishops should make our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ the one who watches you and follow his example by being merciful, not speakers of improprieties, not conceited, and do not bring shame to the honored name of God but accept it as good representatives of God. As if you are answering to Him about the duties your are given. And let the bishop be interested only in sufficiency (basic needs) in food and cloths as is appropriate for the need of celibacy because the laborer is deserving of his wages. He should not decorate his cloths but to take only what is needed to protect his flesh no more.  You are now the priests the leaders of the your flocks and you are the levites the servants of the holy dome which is the Holy Catholic (Universal) Church. You are the fathers of the laymen which are under your hands and leaders and providers for them.  You are the intermediaries of God and trustees carrying the sins of all and are their spokesmen (advocates).  You also have a great reward from God and an honor which is unspeakable in its glory if you serve the Holy Church well.  And as you carry the burdens of everyone, you also receive your food, cloths, and your needs from everyone.  Be knowledgeable like the silver smiths, and this is what the bishop must do:  The better people he brings close to him. And those who have the hatred and sin he treats their illness as a physician. If the illness is without cure, he keeps them away but not totally.  He should not trust their care to anyone else. And he should not believe every witness. And be like the man of God long suffering and do not be lenient in accepting those who falsely accuse their brothers for jealousy or evil desires. Those do not let peace to continue so contemplate (think deep thoughts) and be worry of them lest you punish the innocent. And if you find what they say to be correct do with it according to the teachings of the Lord. Take the one that was conspired against aside and scold him in private between you and him so he can repent. If he does not accept, take with you one or two and let him know what he needs in a pleasant teaching way and if he accepts he will receive good things.  But if he stays in his condition, the congregation should deal with him. And if he does not obey the Church he should be to you like a publican or idol worshiper (Matt 18:15-17).  And he should not share in the communion until after he repents. And after his repentance he comes to the Church to listen to the word and should not participate in the full service but should leave after the reading of the Gospel to make him feel sorrow for what he did and until he shows fruits of repentance. And anyone who sees them in this condition will feel sorrow for them and will be afraid to receive what they received.  And if one sinned once or twice do not reject him and do not prevent him from sharing in the communion of the Church, and you share with them in eating (in group agape) and help them and support them (not in sin but in repentance of course) and accept one that repents as a son who felt sorry and returned to his father and lay the hand on them instead of baptism (they already have been baptized) because by the laying of our hands on those who believe and accept the works of the Holy Spirit we are bringing them back to their original place and this is the way to treat (as a soul physician) those who sin. Make for them medicines that are flexible and sweet and strengthen them with the words of preaching and clean their wounds and if the wound was deep and full with substance clean it with a sharp medicine which is the words of chastisement. Afterwards the words of sympathy and if he persists use an iron and cut the disease off. And if there still is no cure consult with the doctors of the Church, and if there still is no cure you have to sadly cut him off because if the corrupted organ remains in the Church it might corrupt the rest of the body because it is written: “. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.” (I Corinthians 5:13).  Do not be quick to cutting off and not aggressive and do not reach for the saw with large teeth. If the accusation was false, do not accept it because the punishment out of your mouth will return on you. So, if you rule without favoritism you will know if one is accusing his companion falsely. And this one, if his false accusations becomes known, you have to punish him publicly and do to him what he intended to do to his companion. and make him known among the flock as a killer of his brother. And if he repents you have to require of him a fast and afterwards you lay the hand on him and accept him on the condition that he will not go back to causing discord again. And if he does not stop his evil ways you should cast him out as an evil doer lest he corrupts the Church of God. Do not use the same method of ruling in every incident, because there is a difference between sins of doing, sins of speaking, and sins of repute. For some people you have to only break their horn (Meaning defeat the false pride?) and others are taught by having to give to the poor. Others should be required to have a law of fasting, and still others need to be cast out of the Church for a time according to the magnitude of their sin because the commandment does not require one punishment for all transgressions. Because the punishment of one who sinned against God, against the bishop, or against the priest is different than that of one who sinned against the king or one of his companions. And the judgment against one who unfairly deals with his friend is different than that for unfairly dealing with parents or relatives. And one who deals unfairly willingly is different than that for unwillingly dealing with others. Some deserve the judgment of death, others by whipping, others by paying penalty, and others have to be treated the way they treated the others. So learn the different punishments for the different transgressions so you are not thought of as unfair and hence you are judged as you judged.





36.  If the bishops asks for peace for others, he should himself have peace because how can one give others what he does not have and this is the will of the Lord Christ that many be saved and to the knowledge of the truth are brought. And no one should be cast out and it is written: “who does not gather with me, he is casting away what is mine.” So, if you are one who is casting away the sheep, you are an enemy of God and one who is destroying the sheep to whom the Lord became the shepherd. So, by your deeds you are scattering what we gathered from many nations and many tongues with tiring labor, fasting, night watch, sleeping on the ground, persecution, hiding, imprisonment, suffering, until we satisfied he will of God by making his house full by those who sit in and are called to him which is the Holy Catholic (Universal) Church.





37.  Bishop, stretch your right hand and take care as lieutenant of God to care for the needs of the widows and orphans, these who are without shelter, those in distress, and the poor by caring for their children and caring for the sick of them.





38.  Let the orphans be your companions and care for feeding them and do not let them be stumped in any thing. The young woman, the virgin, care for her until she reaches marriage age and find for her the one that can be her husband from the believers. Also, the young men care for them by teaching them a trade and give him livelihood until he can care for himself by his trade/profession.





39.  He should care for the education of he laymen lest foul language comes out of their mouths. And to care for everyone clergy or laymen alike.





40.  A bishop who wears fine cloths or silk and adorns his dinner table with diverse foods and the poor of his town are hungry is not a bishop.





(3) Third- What The People Are Required to Think Concerning Him and What to Do with Him





41.  (Descolia 6): The bishop is your father after God. He gave birth once more through the water and the spirit. He is your God? on earth after the Lord (Allah) the true God. The Lord said on the mouth of David the prophet: “I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.” (Psalms 82:6). And he also said: “Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people.” (Exodus 22:28). Those are the bishops.





42.  Because of the bishop, the Lord called you a son. For this reason know the value of your honor and honor the one who is an intercessor for you to achieve this great position. And if the bible says concerning your father in the flesh: “For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.” (Matt 15:4). and if one speaks evil against his father he surely dies, how much more you should honor your spiritual fathers because they are your intercessors in front of God, they gave you second birth by the water and the spirit and nourished you with milk which is the words of teaching and strenghtened you by their laws and made you worthy to receive the body of salvation and the precious blood which are of Christ. They are the ones who absolved you from your transgressions and made you worthy for the holy grace and to share in His inheritance. Fear them because they are give the authority of life and death from God to judge the one who sin. And cause them to receive eternal punishment in the eternal fire. Whosoever repents they forgive him his sins and make him live again. For this reason you should love the bishop like a father and to fear him as a king and to honor him like a Lord.  You should give to him, and he should mange what he receives well.  Because he is the leader whom God has chosen to manage the works of the Church and you should not ask account of him.





43. The rest of this is in the Chapter on Giving.





44.  Each village shall give blessing (alms) to the bishop as they can afford, the priest brings it over every year. The same for the people of he cities so the bishop can care for his affairs.





45.  (Descolia 4):  One who follows a bad shepherd his death is clear in front of him.





46.  (Apostles 51): A bishop who accepts to be of little knowledge or  one who despises (others) is no bishop but a false name and he is not of God but of people.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------


(4) Fourth-His Relation with Priests and Arch-priests: 





47.  Especially with priests, Paul the Apostle said to his disciple Timothy, learn that I begat you in Crete to correct the missing order and to ordain priests in every city from those who are blameless.





48.  The rest is mentioned in the chapter on priests. It was mentioned in the chapter on liturgy, he (the bishop) stands in the front of the altar and his name is mentioned in every prayer (Church service).





49.  (Apostles 49) He should not feel he is above the deacons or the priests.





50.  The bishops gives blessing, and he is not to be blessed (by anyone because of his higher clergical position). He ordains people, and receives the bread of blessings from other bishops but not from the priests (because he gives it to them). He has the power to cut off priests that deserve to be cut off, but he can not do the same to another bishop,  acting alone (it requires a synod action).





51.  He should know and record the names and ranks of all the priests under his authority so there will be no mix up in their rank and not to get them mixed up with those of the Roman Catholic (non-orthodox) priests.





52.  Relation with Arch-priests and his Equals:





(Descolia 8) Bishops, be together with one heart sharing in each others pains, and loving the brethren and pastor the flock in one accord and with honesty and teach them by on
