Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 8


Concerning Sub-deacons, Aghnostos, Apsaltos, 


those who keep order (‘Quayeem’) and 


Deaconesses (Female Deacons)


Five Parts


(Preliminary Translation)





First, Conditions for Worthiness:





1. The Apostles said (Apostles 14): The Aghnostos rank is given to one after he is tested and he should not talk much, should not be driven to drinking, should not joke a round. He should have a good reputation, lover of good deeds, and hurries to the meetings of the congregation in which the name of the Lord is mentioned, and be obedient and a good reader knowing that the best place to be is when one does according to what he reads because if one fills the ears of the listeners with the word of what they ought and ought not to do and does not know (do according to) what is reading he is transgressing in front of God.





2.  Paul said in his epistle to Timothy: After he mentions the conditions required in male deacons  (I Timothy 3:12-13). Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.” that the wife should be: “Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things”





3.  The female deacons should be widows over the age of 60: “Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man, Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged
