Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 9, part 5 of 5


Concerning Priests (Clergy) In General and What In Their Group,


Other Than What Was Mentioned Previously


Five Parts


 (Preliminary Translation)





First, What Is Permissible After Priesthood and What Is Not Permitted:





1. (Apostles 71):  With us the person who wants to fill our hands (grease our palms) with money to achieve his desire is not allowed to achieve his desire.


[See Chapter 5:67,69 and the footnotes about Simon the Magician]





2.  (Nicea 19):  One who was circumcised or made eunuch (neutered) by force, or due to illness in which case it was performed by a legal physician such is acceptable by the Church to join the priesthood if otherwise, they are found worthy. But those who do it by choice are not permitted to join the priesthood.





3.  (Apostles 77):  Slaves are not to do any of the services of priesthood except by the approval of their masters because this can cause the masters unhappiness and the slaves destruction of their home lives. But if the slave is fit for priesthood like Anasimos was and his masters give him his freedom and let him go with unrestricted public freedom and he is fit for the priesthood, he should attain it.





4.  (Apostles 24,71): The confessor if he was put in bondage for the sake of the name of the Lord, they do not put the hand on him for the ranks of deacon or priest because he achieved the priesthood through confession (suffering in the Name of Christ). If they make him a bishop, they put the hand on him. But if he did not get brought in front of rulers, was not punished with bondage, was not in imprisonment, and was not in tribulation but only was punished by his master in his home for his faith, and is qualified for priesthood, he is deserving of all the ranks by the laying of hands.





5.  No one should be turned away from ordination because of a deformity of the body for example the loss of one eye, or limping, or deafness as long as they are capable to perform the offerings services and are worthy of the priesthood. Anyone who dares to turn them away should be cast out until he accepts them.





6.  A layman who has witnesses that he is worthy of the priesthood should not be turned away because of his nationality. Because the Church gave birth to all of them through baptism and especially those who kept all the teachings as Paul the Apostle testified that all those who received baptism are one in Christ.





7.  (Apostles 15,16) One who married a second time after baptism, or had a kept woman publicly or secretly, or married a widow, or one that was accused and proven adulterous, or slave, or goes to nigh places, or divorced, or under financial bond; is not allowed to become bishop or priest or deacon or any of the ranks of clergy.





8.  (Apostles 56):  Any believer who was accused and found to have committed adultery and was reprimanded for it should not become in any of the ranks of priesthood.  And one who is possessed with a devil is not to become a clergy or pray with the believers (position of leadership) but if  he is freed he can be brought in and if he is worthy of the priesthood he can receive it.





7.  (Nicea 2):  If one is new in the faith, he should not become priest until after he is preached to and his reputation is examined and his faith is carefully examined and found to be proper because Paul the Apostle said: he should not be new plant lest he fall in the traps of the devil:  “And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless.” (I Timothy 3:10).  If he was in the faith a longtime, but it became clear that he has sins of the soul like weak faith, weak following, sayings contrary to the faith, or neglect of what is a must he should not be considered for any of the ranks of the priesthood.





8.  Righteousness is good but those who have it should not be brought forward for the ranks of leadership unless they have achieved wisdom/understanding in addition because I know many people who have imprisoned themselves the whole time until their souls were humbled with fasting and being in their condition they did not care for others and in the eyes of God they are not small, but when they were brought forward for the priesthood they could not handles the failings of others and one of them could not handle it at all and escaped (ran away from the duties of the priesthood). And others were forced to stay and their loss was the greatest loss. No one should achieve the priesthood only based on having spent many years in the lower ranks  unless he is deserving of it.





Second:  Ordination:





9.  (Descolia 34):  We command you that a bishop is ordained by three bishops, but for necessity he can be ordained by two bishops, but the ordination of a bishop by one bishop is absolutely not permitted, because the witness of two is or three is firm and more clear. But the deacon, priest, and the rest of clergy is ordained by one bishop.  The priest or deacon is not permitted to ordain any of the laymen into the priesthood.





10.  No one is ordained without recommendation.





11.  (Nicea 65):  Those who are tested (recommended) by the congregation to become priests and come forward for the blessing of the bishop should see first the Arch-deacon and Khory-episcopose and they examine them  first and make sure that they are skilled in reading the books (of the Church) and also experienced in the commandments of the priesthood and know the rights of the Church (meaning body of believers). And if it was proven to them that they posses the knowledge and worthy of the priesthood they pray on them and then bring them forward to the bishop, and he is the one that puts the hand on them and blesses them and makes them priests. If they were to become deacons, the Arch-deacon presents them to the Khory-episcopose and he in turn will advice them not to serve the offerings but to serve in the (public) prayers until they learn the commandments of the priesthood (they then are brought forward for the priesthood). The Arch-deacon is the one who knows the affairs of the city and he leads the (deacons) prayers and all the affairs of deaconea. The Khory-episcopse is responsible for the services of the village(s).!





12.  (67):  The number of priests in the Church should not be small lest the prayers and services are reduced and the chair (of episcopate) is belittled. They also should not be too many because this can put a strain on the financial affairs, and the financial managers of the Church determine these things.





Third:  Their Ranks:





13.  The Apostles said in the opening ‘fatehat’ of the Descolia: We the apostles met in Jerusalem and decided these being the teachings of the Lord and named he ranks according to their worth like those of the heavenly likewise is the Church let everyone be placed in the rank that was ordained for him from the Lord and give thanks to the bishop as the pastor. (Priests) as teachers, Deacons as servants, epo-deacon (sub-deacons) as assistants/helpers, Aghnastos as readers, Apsaltos as singers, ‘Quaylonion’ as “quayeem’ (Keepers of the order and guards of the doors. The kings in the old cared for the affairs of the soldiers and went to war and sought peace to save the bodies but the bishop received the priesthood from God to save the soul and body from destruction. And as the soul is better than the flesh also the priesthood is better than the kingdom. He binds those who deserve punishment, and absolves those who deserve absolution.





14.  If one who cause uprising against a king is deserving of punishment even if he was his son or friend how much more the one who cause uprising against the Church.  And as the priesthood is higher (in honor) than the kingdom so is the punishment of those who oppose it is higher than that of those who oppose the kingdom.  None of them can escape punishment. Because Epshaloom (II Samuel 3:3) and Amenadab (He means Adonia , I Kings 1:5) did not escape punishment. Neither did Koresh (Numbers 16:1, 26:9), Dathan (was with Koresh), Abiroom (Numbers 16,26, Deuteronomy 11:6). the first group against David the King and the second against Moses and Aaron.





15.  (Apostles 70):  Let every one stand (serve) in the rank that was given to him and do not take by force ranks not given to you lest you get the wrath of God like the sons of Koresh and Azariah the king (II Kings 15:2-26) because they (sons of Koresh) took the priesthood by force without the will of God and were burned by the fire.  Also king Azariah was stricken with leprosy in his forehead.  In his time, Moses was the only one to whom the Lord spoke and  put limits of what should be done concerning the high priest and concerning the priests and the Levites. And he (Moses) assigned to each what is proper for (his rank). And if any one went beyond the limits of his service which he accepted was punished by death.





16.  (71):  If the commandment did not make the ranks different, the whole creation might as well all have the same name but we have never known such thing from the Lord in the past. But He made us into bishops for the headship of the priesthood, priests for the priesthood, and deacons for serving with them. Those who (by force) change the ranks are not resisting us (the Apostles) but resisting the bishop of the entire creation the Son of God the Highest Priest.


----------------------------------------------------------------


Fourth: In Two Parts, One on Their Advise:





17.  (Descolia 22):  The Lord said: “If you enter a house say peace to those in this house, if the people of peace are there your peace will fall on them. Otherwise it will return to you.” (Matt 10:5-15).  If the greeting of peace returns back to its sender because it could not find one who is worthy of it, curse (damnation) will return much more on the head of those who returned it unfairly, because every one that curses unfairly he is cursing (damning) himself only as Solomon said: “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come. A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool's back. Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.” (Proverbs 26:2-4)





18.  (Desolia 34):  For this reason, each bishop, priest, deacon, or anyone who has a rank of priesthood should not defile himself with a curse instead of a blessing lest he inherits the curse in place of blessings . Let everyone keep his place  and complete his work with politeness and everyone should have the same mind and same spirit.





19.  (Apostles 49):  The bishop should not think himself above the deacons or the priests. And the priest should not think himself above the congregation because if the Church is one against another  and there is laymen no more, whom the bishop or priest will have as subordinates. (Romans 13:15,16; Phillipians 2:3,4).





20.  (Council 3):  The good deeds of the priests benefit many in the congregation because they do likewise, and their transgression cause apathy in many concerning good deeds.





21.  The priests and clergy should not take (steal) from donations because this will bring shame to the rank of clergy.





22.  It is not permissible for a priest to impose a share of giving for himself or for another including his own children or anyone else and should not be pleased with such things and should not make it a give right  above what he has because such things can cause shame for the children of the Church. (Phillipians 3:7).





23.  (54):  It is not proper for the priests, the servants of the Church, and elders of the believers to view any of the things that takes place in weddings but they should go in and complete the services and leave before the entertainers are brought in.


[This is a problem today as well! because f entertainment that does not agree with our Christian way of living]]





24.  Everyone shall meet at the crow of the cock and start the prayers with the psalms and reading the books, and prayers as the Apostle advised saying: “pay attention to reading until I come back!” Anyone of the clergy who is late without sickness or travel excuse shall be separated. But the trip of the sick to the Church is a healing for them. But those who are really sick should be visited by the clergy who know him everyday.





25.  No one in the clergy should accept usury  of any kind.





26.  (59): He should not swear outside the commandments of the Church.





27.  (60):  He should not get angry at all and be patient.





28.  (61):  He should not speak evil against anyone before he hears what is said because it is written that the one who speaks first before listening is ignorant and a shame.





29.  (63): He should not be enslaved to anyone because those who received liberty from God should not put it down by becoming slaves to any people.





30.  (64):  He should not be a cause of stumbling for anyone because if he becomes a cause for evil  people will blaspheme against God because of our (evil) deeds and hence we become the cause of evil doing.





31.  (66): The clergy should not lie at all.





32.  (72):  He should not conduct the prayers of second (illegal) marriage - (73) Should not enter the congregation (temple) of the Jews (to pray). (78): Should not accept the invitation of the heretics or the likes.





33.  (84):  If one is ordained (priest) he should not practice his previous profession, If he was a physician he should stop doing circumcisions, if he was a jeweler or sculpture he should stop making idols (statues).





34.  (86):  The clergy should not accept being a deputy/manager for anyone’s affairs because if he gains grief (losses) he will be adversely affected in his priesthood for those who are lower than he is (in the ranks of priesthood).





35.  (87):  Does not engage in usury (money lending) but learn a trade and live from the works of his hands.





36.  (93):  All the rulings against the clergy should not be handled by  ‘arahkenah’ leaders of the congregation but be brought to the attention of the bishop or the head priest to rule because it is not the leaders of the laymen but the Church that rules concerning everyone.





Part Two (Of  Part Four):  Advise to the Congregation to Respect the Clergy:


	And What They Should Consider in Dealing with the Clergy





37.  (Desolia 6):   As the stranger who was not one of the levites was not allowed to carry or enter with any of the things of the altar without the presence of the priest, so you also should not do anything without the bishop otherwise you will be like Saul (I Samuel 22:18) and Aphasia  (II Kings ) who did what the priest do and he was not a priest and was stricken with leprosy for his transgression.  So likewise every layman will not escape punishment from God if he dares and took the honor of the priesthood to himself by force and did not follow the example of Christ who did not give honor to himself to become head priest but waited patiently until He heard the words of the Father saying: “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” (Psalms 110:4). So if Christ did not accept glory without His Father although He is equal with the Father and one with Him in everything, how can it be for anyone to take the priesthood without receiving it from the one who is higher than he is. Did not the fire burn the sons of Koresh(Numbers 15) and they are from the tribe of levy when they arose against Moses and Aaron and sought what is not theirs!





	And if those who serve the devils are honored by their friends and do not do anything  even though it is all shameful without the (idols) priest and they think that these stones have tongues and all he commands them concerning the honor of these statues of stone they do! How come we who have received the faith which enlightens and the honest hope and eternal promise awesome and filled with glory and without fear do not honor the Lord our God and his priests not considering that the bishops are but the mouths of God.  And if Aaron the brother of Moses when he (Moses) coached him in what to say was called a prophet and Moses was called the Lord (God) of pharon which means king and arch-priest as the Lord said: “Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.” (Exodus 7:2) so why you not think of your intercessors as prophets and serve them as (good) servants of God should.  The deacon is now presented to you  as Aaron, and the bishop like Moses and if the Lord called him ‘god’ so ye shall honor the bishop as ‘god’ and the deacon as a prophet.





38.  (7): If one says an evil word against his bishop he sinned against God because he should hear the Lord saying: “Do not say anything evil against the gods” and this commandments was not made for idols but was made for the priests and rulers to whom He said: “I will make you gods and the children of the most high you will be called”  Also Moses said to the people who rose against him that you did not repel against me but against the Lord God. And if one who says to a layman ‘rocca’ or ‘you ignorant!’ does not escape punishment because he defamed Christ what  then will befall those who speak against the bishop on whose hand the Lord gave you the Holy Spirit. 





39.  (Apostles 10):  My son the one who speaks to you the word of God and became for the reason for (eternal) life should be honored by you as you honor the Lord from your wealth, the sweat of you labor, and the works of your hands. So, if the Lord concerning him made you receive food of the body and spirit and eternal life, you ought to offer to him the food of this vanishing world because it is written: “, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.” (I Corinthians 9:9,10)


 


40.  (Descolia 21);  We command that none of the laymen should do the works which are of the clergy which are the offerings ‘qurbaan’, baptizing, laying of hands, ordination neither the small nor the big.


----------------------------------------------------------------------


Fifth: What They Are Punished For:





41.  (Apostles 19): Any priest who bails out a person should be exiled from the Church.





42.  (22) Any priest who makes himself an Eunuch should be cut off from his rank. And any believer who does the same should resign (his service).





43.  (42) The priest who repels habitually should be cut off if he does not stop, so also the believer.





44.  (52) Any priest or layman who makes fun of a dumb, blind, one eyed, or crippled  should resign the priesthood.





45.  (Apostles 16): If one was stricken with adultery, stealing, or false oath he should be cut off from the priesthood and should not be exiled because God does not punish for the same transgression twice.





46.  (Apostles 46):  If one abstains from marriage, eating meat, drinking wine thinking that it is defiled or a sin and made himself better than the others should be cut off. But if anyone leaves any of these things as an act of asceticism and increased worship it is allowed to do it!





47.  (49) If one eats in the public restaurants and drinks in the bars/pubs he should be kicked out.





48.  (58)  If he eats the dead animals or what was killed by wild beasts he should be cast out.





49.  (60) If one enters the temple of the Jews to pray or the Church of the heretics for healing or prayer he should be cut off and exi
