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Note: Paragraphs Are Numbered As in Arabic Original. The entire chapter is 63 paragraphs. This was posted before for those who are keeping track!





1. First, Christian teachings mentioned in the Gospels, Epistles of the Apostles, are in the forty fifth Chapter.





2. Second, What was mentioned in the Cannons (of the Church) which includes the introduction to the Descolia, Remember you children of God, to do everything which leads you to the obedience to the Lord.





3. If anyone seeks to sin, he is (acting) against the will of God and should be considered one of the disobedient gentiles.





4. Remove from you injustice and the love for larger  inheritance. Do not add good to the good which the Lord gave you when you were born.





5. Do not let the hair of your head grow long, do not keep it un-cut and groomed so it will bring loose women to you (to desire you).





6. Do Not wear fine clothes, because it brings temptation.





7. Do not wear shoes which are brightly dyed (flashy) or gold rings in your finger, because these are signs of fornicators.





8. Do not make your hear wetted or bridled and do not take from the hair of your beard which changes the figure or spoils it from it natural (appearance) because the commandment (of Moses) forbids such things.





9. If you rich and do not need a profession for living, do not neglect wisdom (meaning not to idle and instead spend your leisure time doing useful things).





10. When you go out (of the house), associate with believers and speak with them the words of living.





11. You must remove the evil from among you, and forgive your brothers quickly. We do not say that to the rulers (meaning that the ruler might have to condemn and convict evil doers to keep order in society). We advise you to do good always, to receive from God unlimited rewards. And if through the will of Satan you get angry, do not the sun set on your anger. Solomon said: “The souls of those who remember evil shall receive death.” The Lord commanded us to love our enemies, how then can we despise our friends.





12. If you desire to become Christian, follow the Lord’s commandments and absolve all the tie of evil.





13. Those who make hatred or judgment, or enmity are strangers to God, because He is God of Mercy. From the beginning, He called all the tribes of the earth to repentance through the godly, the prophets, and the righteous. Because those who lived before the flood had the examples of Abel, Seth, and Anoch who was taken (up to heaven). Those who lived at the time of the flood were pre-warned by Noah. Those who were in Sodom, were warned by Lot who received the strangers (angels). Those after the flood were taught by the example of Malchesadeque and the Fathers (meaning Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) and Job. The Egyptians were pre-warned through Moses. The Israelites were taught through Moses, Joshua son of Nun, Kaleeb, and Phenhass. Those who lived before His (Christ) coming, were taught by John (the Baptist).his forerunner. Those after His coming, He (Christ) preached to them concerning Himself when He said: “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near by.” Those after his suffering in the flesh were preached to by us, the twelve Apostles, and Paul who became a vessel for honor.





14. That who busy himself with food and bath (material things) day and night and neglects the infinite (that which is not without beginning or end, the Lord), how can one not say to him the gentiles are made more righteous than you are, as the Lord scolded Jerusalem saying that Sodom became more righteous than you (because you received me not).





15. What doe the Lord say to those who come to Church late. They make the practices of faith last thing, and their work is their God to worship. Instead, do as the Lord said and make the worship first and the work last. Do not labor for the food which vanishes, but for the food which is life everlasting. He also said: “This is the work of God, to believe on the one whom He sent”





16.  It is unlawful for us, the believers, to be vulgar, or to tell secrets, but we must be steadfast in our search (of the holy words) because the Lord commanded us saying: “Do Not throw your jewels in front of the pigs” If the non-believers, hear our witness concerning Christ, they because of their lack of faith might mock us saying it is not true, but He said: “Woe to them who blaspheme against His holy name”





17. Every one who swears, he is swearing against himself.





18. We know that the widows and orphans receive what God sends their way with the fear of God and thanksgiving.





19. Separate yourselves from those who commit killing or adultery, so no one would say that Nazarenes (‘Nassara’ meaning Christians) joy in acts against the commandments, and (know) that Christ does not need us, we need Him. He asks of us to be comforted in the faith and doing His will.





20. We advise you our brothers, and companions in the service (of God) to escape from words of falsehood, bad words, drunkenness, and lust for food. All together, it is unlawful for you to speak idle words or do which is not useful. Especially on Sundays on which you should be enjoying spiritual happiness.





21. (St.) Peter said: “Do not speak evil of others, Do Not do evil, Do not be double hearted, or speak from both sides of the mouth. And do not desire higher positions. And do not give an evil advise”





22. Andrews said: “ Do not envy, do not be stubborn, do not desire to fight, and do not be easily brought to anger, because anger can lead to killing.”





23. Philip said: “ Do not lust, because lust leads to fornication. And if the devil of anger connects with the devil of lust, this (combination) leads to destruction of those who follow them. The place of the evil spirit is the sin of the soul, and if he (the devil) finds a small place to enter, he enlarges it and brings with him all the evil spirits and enter into this soul. He will not let this person rise again to see righteousness.





23. James said: “My son, do not speak about the signs (of the times), do not offer incense (to idols), do not follow the hours or stars (horoscopes), and do not desire to do so, because these are signs of idol worship”





24. Nathaniel said: “My son, do not be a liar, or lover of gold (money), or lover of false pride, because all these things lead to stealing. Also, do not be a grumbler, because grumbling leads to blasphemy. Do not be buffed up, but make your fellowship with the righteous and the humble and every thing that befalls you, accept with thanksgiving”





25. Receive the communion from the hands of the bishop, but the breaking of bread afterwards is blessing (‘luqmaat Barakka’) and not offering (‘qurbaan’). If the bishop is not present, accept communion from the priest. If not present from deacon (The Church does not allow deacons to celebrate Eucharist, an arch-deacon may help with giving communion, but even this is rare today). The layman shall not give communion.


(There must have been times when highly regarded deacon, gave communion because of shortage of priests)





26. Eat and drink (body and blood) orderly, do not drink until you get drunk (meaning only a small amount only when you receive communion) so people will not mock you.





27. It is not proper for a Christian (‘Nussrany’) to sing or clap when attending a wedding, but to eat in order as befit the saints.





28. It is unlawful for believers to drink in the houses of evil repute, or those of the ungodly, because these are drinking outside (not obeying the commandments).





29. My beloved, do not act with carelessness, do not roam around aimlessly. Do not desire silver or gold, but desire sufficiency of food and close within limits.





30. The laymen may engage in business, if he could not labor or farm (they considered working with ones hands to be more honored than business which is considered manipulation rather than labor).





31. Give all people more honor than yourself, make peace with everyone and do not desire enmity. Do not hit anyone, except the little ones (children) for teaching and punishment (necessary). And this you do sparingly and carefully, lest you cause big harm, because (if you are not careful) you might cause death.





32. We must be awake always, Do not close your eyes, because we might sleep, the sleep of carelessness. Do not be comfortable in being baptized and receiving the Eucharist, and do not say I am Christian (‘Nussrany’) while you love material things and do not follow the commandments of Christ. This is like one who entered the bath full of dirt, and exited without rubbing, so his dirt was poured on him once more. These are mocked even by Satan, because their mouth said we cast you away Satan, but they hurried back to him quickly by their bad deeds. Those who call themselves Christian and are not dressed with (good) deeds, they are called by the Lord and by people, Satanic. Because they did not desert the acts of evil but affixed themselves to it, he (Satan) gets their names here (rules them on earth) and in the other place (in the thereafter),  if they die in heir sinful ways. Because the Christian must be like Christ in everything. Not desirous of what leads to destruction. Not distributing his inheritance to what is not leading to salvation. Not doing what is not right. Not short on mercy. Not lover of women, but to marry one woman only, raising his children in the fear of God. Not escaping from tribulations, reading and contemplating what he hears. Paying what he owes and no be lazy. Not neglecting of his slaves (servants), but treating them like his own children. Not difficult in dealing or negotiating. Not neglecting of offerings (‘Qurabeen’), first fruits (‘Nezoor’). If a Christian person is affixed to all these (good) things , this is the one who is like Christ, and he will be on His (Christ’s) right hand praising with the angels and will receive from Him the crown of eternal life.





33. Do not love silver (money), the love of money is the source of all evil. Let us desire sufficiency in food and cloths, because it is written for us put your burdens on him and He will care for you.





34. Be deserving of hurrying up to the Church with a full desire (for being in the Church) without hypocrisy and do not neglect the works of your hands so you and the poor of your people will have sufficiency.





(Duties of Parents Towards Children and Children Towards Parents)





35. Parents: teach your children by the Lord and raise them in politeness and the knowledge of Christ. Teach them trades appropriate for the words (meaning worthy trades or hard work), lest they desire idling. If you neglect in admonishing them when need be, they will grow to be cruel and not capable of doing good. For this reason, do not be afraid to teach and admonish them because this will not kill them but gives them life. Because Solomon said: “He that spares his rod hates his son, but he that loves him chastenth him” (Proverbs 13:24)





36. Teach your children the fear of the lord and crown them with (necessary) spanking, they will obey you from childhood.





37. Teach them all the Holy Books of God, and do not relent, lest they disobey.





38. Do not let them go with peers to public drinking places, because this would lead them to evil doing.





39. If they commit wrong with the approval of their parents both parents and children shall be punished. For this chasten them.





40. At the proper time for marriage, find for them the good spouses.





41. It is not required of children to give gifts to parents, but for parents to give good gifts to their children.





42. Children obey  your parents in the Lord, because it is good to do so. This also is the first commandment: Honor your father and mother so your days on earth shall be longer. Parents do not provoke your children to anger but raise them in the nurture and admonition (teachings) of our Lord.





43. Children obey your parents because this is seen as good by the Lord. Parents do not get upset unnecessarily with your children, because this can cause them grief.





44. Teach your children the prayers of the hours with all purity.





45. Honor your parents in the flesh because they brought you to the world.   





(Husbands and Wives)





46. Paul the Apostle said in his epistle to the Ephesians: “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; “ (Ephesians 5:23-26)


 


47. (St.) Peter said: “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.” (I peter 3:1-6)





48. And to the men, live with your wives fully minded that they are weaker vessels and honor them because they inherit with you eternal life.





49. Listen all ye servants, sons of God, every male person should bare his wife, and do not be buffed up or two faced towards her, but be kind and straight forward. Be fast at pleasing her, and do not desire another woman, otherwise you are forcing her to do likewise.





50. Woman, fear your husband, be mindful of him, please him only after pleasing God. Give him comfort and serve his needs.





51. A wise woman shall do every good thing for her husband. She shall care for all the affairs of her servants, and her hands serve all that is good. Her fingers are on the weaving machine. She gives to the poor, and she sews cloth for her husband and herself. (See Proverbs 21:10-)





52. If you walk in the way, cover your head with your robe, and with your purity. This will save you from the staring of evil people. Do Not put make up on your face, because no part of you needs it. Let your face always look down, and you are covered all around.





53. A free woman shall not let her hair down in the Church. She shall not leave her Children with baby sitters, she shall not cease the service of her household, and she shall not talk back to her husband.





(About Slaves/Servants)





54. Paul said in his epistle to Colossians: “Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eye service, as men pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.” (Colossians 3:22-)





55. Masters be fair to your servants and treat all of them the same.





56. Forgive your servants their sins against you, so the Lord will forgive you your sins, and He does not take by the face (has no respect of person). 





57. The Christian does not put his slaves (servants) down, but treats them like his own children.





58. He should give them rest on Sundays and Holidays.





(Concerning Satanic Acts)





59. Those who practice witchcraft, horoscope, soothsayers, and interpretation of dreams, interpreters of needs, operators of houses of entertainment, shall all be separated.





60. Those who follow the teachings of Pharisees (‘Hounaffaa’) or teachings of the Jews shall be warned first then they shall be separated.





61. Those who are false priests, meet with doers of magic, or devil priests or servants shall be separated .





62. Those who tie or loosen or do call on spirits (‘mandaal’) shall be separated.





63. Those who follow maggots, or contemplate the phase of the sun or the moon to do certain things, and those who tie robes, or dance, or chant for casting the devil shall also be separated. 





(This section is admonitions against all the works of Satan, even small acts which might sound like fun and games are dangerous. Separated here means are no longer counted with the believers. They need to repent, and then they can be accepted back to the fold of believers.)





 (to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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