Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 12


Concerning Liturgy


 (Preliminary Translation)





1. (Descolia 10, Nicea 62) You should stand in the Church quietly, with purity and full attention to hear the words of the Lord standing straight. Everyone in his rank like the heavenly host. The bishops in front of the altar as managers/providers. The priests next as teachers, The Arch-deacon to his side, and the deacons next to the priests as servants. The rest of the congregation following. The youth in a place by themselves if there is a place for all of them together. Young boys stand near their fathers. The women are in a separate place: The married in one corner and the girls in another and if there is not enough space they stand behind the women. But the virgins, nuns, widows (dedicated to service) ahead of all women in the place to stand and prayer.





2.  Kings stand in the altar room with the leaders and providers (bishops).





3.  (Descolia 10) The deacon makes sure  that everyone is in the place of his rank. And the deacon checks on the congregation to make sure that no one is falling asleep or laughing, or arguing/chatting with his companion.  





4.  If one laughs (audibly) in the liturgy, his punishment is one week if he was a priest, but if he was a layman he should leave the Church that instant and not receive communion that day.





5.  (96)  No one is to talk around the altar or outside the altar except for absolute necessity. No one should spit (clear his voi
