A Page From Church History:


Awlaad Al-Assal (1200 AD) Chapter 16


On Giving (PART I)


(Preliminary Translation: W.A. Hanna)





Note: Paragraphs Are Numbered As in Arabic Original. There are rules for giving to be followed in terms of types of giving and priority as you will see. We as a society neglected many of the rule of giving as was ordained by our Lord and the Apostles. Read carefully. The entire chapter is 59 paragraphs. This is the first part.





1. Giving is a form of mercy. It is one’s  generosity with his wealth towards those who are in need. It is not for seeking a reward but as an obedience to God who said: “Sell your possessions and give alms, and gather for yourselves treasures in heaven that does not  rust or fade away.” Also His saying: “If thou wilt be perfect go sell all you have and give it to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven ..” (Matt 19:21).





2. By giving, one becomes like his creator to the level of his ability, because mercy (giving) and generosity are some of the qualities of God, because the Lord said: “Be merciful, as your heavenly Father is merciful”





3. Giving is lending unto God. It is also a Godly business guaranteed to produce profit. It is a deposit by the wise with his God until a time of need. It is the offerings raised on the live (human) altars. Allah (God) says: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice”





4. Giving makes fasting acceptable (to God) as the prophet (Isiah 85:7) said.





5. Giving makes prayer acceptable as it was said to Cornellious (Acts 10:1-8).





6. Without it, celibacy will benefit nothing as it was said to the five foolish virgins.





7. The commandments and examples concerning giving are very many in the Holy Books. As in the Lord’s saying: “If one asks you, give him” and His saying: “Blessed are those who have mercy, because they shall receive likewise” and His saying to those who have mercy: “Come you blessed of my Father inherit the kingdom prepared before the foundation of the world.” (Matt 25:34)





8. Giving (Mercy) has to be considered from different view points, because it requires both rich and poor to give, each according to his ability.





9. The reward (of giving) is according to the intention of the heart, and not according to the amount large or small:: 





10. As for the rich; He said: “he who has more, is required to give more” Also His saying: “he who loves more, is forgiven more” Also His saying: “give and it shall be given unto you, good measure,  pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall they place in your bosom. For with the same measure you give, tit shall be measured back to you again.” (LK 6:38)





11. Paul the Apostle follows (the sayings of Christ) by saying: “he which swoeth sparingly shall reap sparingly, and he which swoeth bountifully, shall also reap bountifully.” (II COR 9:6,7)    





12. Also he said to (his disciple) Timothy: “ Advice the rich of this world to not be buffed up and to trust not in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. .. Laying up foundation against the times to come that they may lay hold on eternal life” (I TIM 6:17-19)





13. As for the poor, God (Highly Is His Name) said about the woman who gave two pences that she gave more than all of those who gave alms on that day, because she gave willingly, she gave everything she had, she gave out of need but the other gave out of excess. See LK 31:1 ...)





14. He also said: “ Anyone who offers you a glass of cold water in the name of Christ, Truly I say to you his reward is preserved in heaven” (Mark 9:40)  





15. Also the Lord said on the tongue (mouth) of Isiah: “Divide your bread between you and the hungry” (Is 58:7)





16. The Apostles told us in Descolia (Cannons of the Apostles): “Give to the Lord from your money which He gave you, as you can afford, and what you can afford put in the offering plate even a pence or two or three or more. And share your money, particularly, with the strangers.”





17. But the bread which is taken (given away freely) from the widows is pure alms, and even if it was little (because of their poverty) it is acceptable (to God).





18. Those who have nothing (to give), let them fast (not eat), and give have the price of the food they did not eat) to the Saints (meaning Church or Poor).





19. Giving is two types: openly and secretly. Secretly to the poor, hungry, naked, stranger, sick, prisoner, and those under arrest (like war prisoners). The secret giving is better because He (Christ) said give in secret and your father who sees in secret will reward you openly (Matt 5:6). Also, His sayings concerning those who are on His right hand (Matt 25:34-40).





20. Paul the Apostle said in Hebrews: “Don’t forget the love for strangers, by which some hosted angels without knowing, and also remember those in chains as if you are imprisoned with them. See Hebrews 13.





21.  Openly, is what we do when we come to the priests (clergy) and offer our tithes (1/10th), First Fruits (‘Bekoor’), and promises (‘Nezoor’). Because the Apostles in Descolia said: “tiths, first fruits, and promises which the believers bring into the Church shall be distributed to the men of God (servants) but those which are specifically brought for the poor shall be distributed, as good agents, to the orphans, widows, those in hardship, the strangers, those in need knowing that you will give account to the Lord about these things. Do not waste the Lord’s possessions, do not eat it or waste it away, but guard for yourselves and for those who are in need, so you can be straight in front of God.”





22. Listen to what was said early on, and let us repeat it for your benefit: “tiths , first fruits, and promises was made first to the High Priest, Christ, and those who serve him.”





23. Also, tiths, first fruits, and promises which you are required to offer, bring it to him (the priest) and he will distribute it to everyone according to need so no one will receive two portions in one day or one week while another receives none at all.





23. Also, your grain, the works of your hands, bring (to the priest) so he may bless it for you, and give him your tiths, first fruits, and promises, and gifts which are the first grain, first fruit, first wine, first oil, first wool, and the first of everything God give you, because he is a priest of God so your offerings are acceptable unto God and your incense becomes good (‘tayeeb’) to the Lord your God. And He (the Lord) shall bless all the works of your hands and increase the bread of the earth because blessings will fall upon those who give. [ Number 23. is repeated twice?]





24.  Giving to some groups has priority over giving to other groups, although giving to all the needy is acceptable, as follows:





25. Highest priority in giving is to the (families of) the martyrs, then to the priests (full time clergy), then to the (needy) relative who are believers, then to the (needy) relatives who are non-believers, then to needy believers, then to any other in need even they were non-believers. If there was a widow who is not in need, let her not ask for alms, but she should be satisfied with what she has. But, if there was a widow in need because of physical handicap, or sickness, or raising of children these deserve giving more.





(to be continued ....) 





26. If one pays to support the poor, out of pure hearted motive, is considered a perfect man. That who support the martyrs (families) are even more so.





27. If a believer has widows (in his family), it is his duty to support them with his giving; otherwise they become a burden for the Church, which is served better if it supports the true widows (ones without any support).





28. Concerning priests, those with good repute (‘Youhssenoun Al-Seerah’) deserve more honor, especially those who work hard at teaching and preaching. (out of place maybe!)





29. If a believer does not care for his relatives, especially the ones who are believers, he is worse than the non-believers.





30. Now as long as we are in this world, lets do good to everyone, especially, those who are in the faith (Gal 6:10).





31. The reason giving should not be done discriminating between believers and non-believers is because our Lord said: “Give those who ask you, and those who ask you, do not turn down, .. and be like your Father who makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends his rain on the just and unjust” (Matt 5:44,45)





32. Hurry to help the needy, even before they become Christians.





33. There are times to encourage giving more than other times, but it is favored any time.





34. The more liked times for giving are Sundays and Feast days. This is because in the Old Testament (‘Torah’) it was said, on your feast do not to come to see my face with empty hands, but bring as much as you can afford, so the Lord your God will bless it all for you (Exodus 23:16).





35. Also (at certain times) as the Apostle said exalting the Galatians for collecting (for the saints in Jerusalem) so do you likewise. He said  that they collect (on Sundays) every time they congregated, so it will be ready when he (the Apostle) came to their town. (Gal 6:10).





36. And giving is desired at all times because the Lord said: “give those who ask you” and the Apostle said: “As long as you have opportunity”





37. Also the Apostle said do not neglect to give as long as you have something to give because the day of the Lord is becoming closer.





38. Also, giving is preferred to those mentioned above, and not for some others because the Apostles said: if one misuses his money, or a drunker, or lazy, is not deserving of your giving.





39. Also, giving is preferred for those who are in need, and those who receive shall pray for the giver. Also, they said: those who are not in need are not deserving of giving and should not take, because blessed is indeed those who can care for themselves, so that they do not take away from the real needy: the orphans, the strangers, and the widows. And it is more blessed to give than to receive.  And also, Woe to those who take when they are not in need, the Lord will judge them on the day of judgment. But if one accepts giving because of real need like aging, or sickness, or caring for large family, blessed are those, the Lord will honor them, because they cause offering (‘Qurbaan’) to be offered to God, and this offering will ask (intercede) at all times for the giver. But remember the saying of the Apostle: “Those who do not desire to labor, do not eat” 





40. Also, giving cleanses from sin and absolves from bad deeds, and saves from evil, and is rewarded many times over. And those who neglect to give while they are able to are like non-believes and doers of evil, for the Lord said: “give mercy and everything will be clean for you” (LK 11:41)





41. Also the Apostles talked about giving  (Descolia 19), and Daniel said: “For this O’king listen to my advice, absolve your sins with giving, and your transgressions with mercy to the poor” (Dan 4:27). David the king said: “Blessed are those who show mercy to the poor, the Lord will save them in the evil day” (Psalms 41:1). And Solomon said: “Who gives silver to the poor, shall receive many times over. “ Also, “he who stops his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard” (Proverbs 21:13)





42. One who does not care for his relatives, especially those who are believers, committed sin and is worse than the non-believer.   





 43. The Gospel testifies that the Lord, on the day of judgment, will scold those on  his left hand because they did not do good while they could and will say to them go away you evil doers to the fire prepared for the devil and his angels.





44. The parable of the rich man shows that he did not show mercy to Lazarus. Also the parable of the five foolish  virgins.





45. Who he wants to be perfect, should sell all he has and give it to the poor. This is not for everyone to do.





46. The first type are the ones who desire to be perfect.





47. The second type is as the Apostle said, to live in this world with the least just to satisfy the needs, and the excess to help those in need?





48. Some of the rules of giving is to be not for future gain, with gladness, without hatred or sorrow, with love and without pride. Do not as the bishop for an account of it and do not examine his stewardship of giving. Do not have doubt but be sure that the Lord will reward you and him.





49. Our Lord said: “Do not do alms in front of other people, so they see you, otherwise you have no wages (reward)  from your father in heaven. When you do alms (give) do not sound a trumpet. And do not do like the hypocrites in the synagogues and marketplaces, so they can be praised by people, they already received their wages (reward).” (Matt 6:1,2)





50.  Do not feel sorry if you give your brother.





51. The Apostle said , everyone according to the desire of his heart, not through sorrow or by force, because the Lord loves a cheerful giver (II COR 8:8).





52. Also, (the Apostle said), “If I give everything I have, and have no love, I benefit nothing” (I COR 13:3).





53. Do not cast away, from the door of your house,  a poor man. Do not scold him, do not put him down, but make your utmost effort to console him and bring him happiness, so the Lord gives you happiness. Let him sit at your table and from the same cup you drink, let him drink and do not show pride.





54. Do not ask account of the bishop, and do not ask him how he manages what he distributes, or when, or where because the Lord gave him the authority to manage.





55. If you gave, ask for the forgiveness of your sins, and do not be double hearted about it. And know who will reward you.





56. The Apostles commanded not to accept alms from evil doers.





57.   Also (Descolia 14) if we do not give alms, how can we care for widows and raise orphans and care for the needy of your people. For this you here from us that it should be that we give as was for the levites from the grain which the people give to you (the clergy) so you will be sufficient and will be sufficiency for all those in need without having to accept giving from the evil doers. And if you all do as such, and there is still need, it is better that one dies from famine than to accept giving from the enemies of God, because he that accepts such giving is shamed and dispised among his friends, for this (David) the prophet said: The Oil of the sinner does no anoint my head.





58. Be of experience everyone, and accept from those who follow the straight path.





59. If out of necessity you accept silver (money) from one you do not desire (accept); i.e. one who is unclean or non-believer; use it for the price of fire wood; so your orphans and widows do not buy food or drink with this money, because it is not lawful. It is just that the money of the ungodly be used as food for the fire, and not as food for the saints.





 





(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasize. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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