Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 17


Concerning  Who Manages the Charitable Funds, Church Funds, and ‘Qurbaan’ Offerings


How It Is Used and Distributed and Related Issues


Three Parts


 (Preliminary Translation)





First, The bishop is the one who manages all the funds of the Church and> He spends what he needs and what the needy needs is from him on the hands of the priests and deacons.





1. (Apostles 32) We command the bishop owns all the instruments of the Church, and if he was trusted on the souls of the believers what is the material thing that we do not trust him to manages it and to care for the poor of the people on the hands of the priests and deacons in fear of God and trembling. He also receives from it what he needs and if he is also visited by strangers in need he pays for their needs also.





2.  (Luke, Book of Acts) And the Apostles paid to everyone according to his needs from the possessions which were sold and the money that was brought over.





3.  (29) The bishop should care for the affairs of the Church and manage it as if God is watching over him and he should not take a profit from it or give as a gift the income thereof to the people of his tribe (meaning relatives in the flesh) even if they were poor. He also is not supposed to engage in commerce in their behalf using the Church’s funds.





4.  If he does not limit his spending to the above and spent the funds of the Church on himself and his relatives without involving the priest or the deacon about Church funds the congregation can find him to blame.





5.  (24)  Let all the financial affairs of he Church be known to the priests and deacons also what is the bishop’s private finances is known so if the bishop dies what belongs to the Church is know and what is his personally is also known so nothing gets lost.





6.  (Ancra 14)  Everything that belongs to the Church of God should be known and kept in honest hands of people who have the fear of God. And if a priest or a deacon goes beyond the limits and sells any of it, he is required to bring it back from the one who bought it and bring back the price from the one who received it and their punishment both it pay back double fold, the seller and buyer alike. This is left up to the bishop to decide it as he sees proper having in him the fear of the Lord.





6.  If one dies and leaves behind in a will possessions for the Church and if it was god or silver or cloths or grain the deputy or priest should take possession of it and bring it to the Church. But if it was an item which has taxes to be paid or tithes? it should not be taken because the Church should not be owned! (under tax or tithes payment obligation).





Part Two:  Having A Deputy On Church Finances and Creating a Place for Sick and Strangers with Servants:





7.  (Nicea 68) They should make for each Church ‘Qanoom’ deputies to manage the income and expense and each one of them shall have a well defined duty to carry in truth and as duty to God and should not be the like the wicked servants who took the talents and hid them and did not trade in it and did not achieve profit.





8.  (75)  There should be places for the strangers, poor, and sick in every town. The bishop should select a monk not from the area (a stranger himself) which has good reputation to be I charge of these homes and he should furnish it with beds and furniture and all the needs of the sick, and poor. If the financial situation of the Church does not allow it, he should collect the expense from the believers each according to his ability to pay because this forgives the many sins and brings one closer to God.





9.  (83)  In every location, the Christians should choose one known of  his verbal ability and straight ways to represent them and they should prepare for him a place of residence in the residences belonging to the Church or the home for the sick (hospital) to be a keeper of the place and of the possessions of those in the hospital. He also is charged with caring for those who are in prisons and to visit them and to work for their release and if one is deserving to be released he has to help him and if there is a bail to be paid he should pay it (from the funds in his control) and if he needs to he can enlist help from the believers men and women alike to pay for such needs. But if one is under punishment for a major crime and can not be released, he should care for his needs so he does not go hungry or without clothing. And if any of the believers was hit with a misfortune of financial penalty that he can not pay, even if he lived a wasteful life, the Church representative should lobby the congregation to help him pay the penalty and get him out of his adversity.





10.  (80) If the congregation selected a good man to run the home for the sick and he refused to do it, he should be prevented from mixing (socializing) with the congregation. And no one be removed from the position of deputy unless he dies, goes mad, or is convicted of a major crime which prevents him from his duties and any one who does not follow these rule can be cut off.





11.  Even a Pot of Clay needed for the home for the sick if needed has to be turned over by the bishop to the care of the deputy (giving the deputy the authority to rule on behalf of the bishop).





Part Three:  Dividing Alms (Giving) Which Is Three Groups:





12.  First, all tithes (1/10th) goes to the priests and those who are worthy of alms.





13.  Second,  First Fruits (‘bekoor’) goes to the priests alone and those who serve the priests.





14.  (39)  The bishop receives (the gifts) and blesses it and mentions the name of the person who brought it and says: “We thank you Lord because you commanded the earth to bring forth the fruits for the pleasure and as food for all humans and also for all the animals and this your servant .. brought the first fruits for us to receive.” 





15.  These are the fruits to be blessed:  grapes, figs, pommgardens, olives, apples, pears, and prunes. They do not bless sycamore fruit, onions, garlic, cucumber, or any the beans. They also bring in roses to the Church but the other fruits are not brought into the Church. And everything that is edible they give thanks for and taste it and give to the Lord.





16. Third, (Desolia 6)  What is in excess of the need of the mysteries of the Church (grapes and grain) should be divided by the deacons with the authorization of the bishop or priest. 4 portions for the bishop, 3 portions for the priest, 2 portions for the deacon, and one portion for each of the sub-deacons, aghnostos, and apsoltos. The female deacons each get one portion. This way is good and acceptable to God who honors each one according to his rank.


 





[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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