Awlaad Al-Assal: Chapter 18


On First Fruits, Tithes, Promises, and Trusts


(Preliminary Translation: W.A. Hanna)





1. The Lord said in the Torah: “Give Tithes, Give Tithes from the fruits of all your grain and plants and everything your land produces”





2. In the Gospel He said: “Give to God what is God’s” Also when He wooed the Pharisees, He said: “You do not follow the simple things of showing mercy and having faith” He said you should have done this and not neglect the others.





3. For those who are full time servants in the Church to receive all their needs from the Church if they are priests or deacons as mentioned in the book of Levites concerning priests. The Lord told Aaron: “You and your children and your children children have been given the offerings which are offered to the Lord for your labors and you  shall keep the offerings which the Israelites shall offer unto me. And later on in the same book  it said, all the first fruits of oil, wine, and grain is for you (the priests). Also, every forbidden  and every first born of people and animals is yours.





4. The first fruits of  the land and your press, oil, honey, milk, wool, and the first wages of your labors, you shall take to the priest or bishop (when present), and he shall pray a thanksgiving prayer for you outside the altar in your presence.





5. Promises in the law are covenant between man and his creator, by which one completes a virtue for himself or his offspring or to obtain a need from God the Al-mighty, which one determines in his mind or loudly in private or in front of a witness to satisfy the promise when one receives what he asked for. A promise can also be made through the intercession of a saint or martyr or directly to God. Promises could be monetary or material.





6. What one promises of himself is fasting, prayer, celibacy, monastic living, or abstaining from bad  habits for the salvation of the soul or to receive a perceived benefit on earth or a real benefit in heaven.





7. Promising an offspring (son or daughter) to the Lord is a good thing, but if one changes his mind let him pay  50 Shekels of Silver for a promised male age 20 to 60. And for a female two thirds this amount. If the age of the promised is 5 to 20 years, then he has to pay 20 Shekels of Silver, if it was female, let him pay 10 Shekels of Silver. If the promised age is 5 year to 1 month, let him pay 5 Shekels of Silver, and for a female let him pay 3 Shekels of Silver.





8. If one promises and can not pay what he promised, let him come to the priest or bishop and the priest or bishop will determine what he can afford to pay according to his situation.





9.  If one promised a sheep or any other animal and wants to pay money in its place, let him come to the priest and the priest will determine a fair amount to be paid instead. Let the priest be fair in the fear of God without favoring the Church over the worshipers and also let him not be lenient either. Let all measures be proper weight (Methkaal), one Methkaal is 20 Daniques. According to this measure, estimate all promises.





10. Any promise you make, do it timely without delay or neglect, otherwise you will be committing a sin against God, because if you can not satisfy do not promise so you will not fall in sin. But all the promises of your mouths, you shall do what you promised.





11. Every man who promises or swore, or made himself owe to God let him fulfill his promise and let him not go back on the word of his mouth. But if a woman promised and she was still in her father’s house, and if her father did not object to the promise, he is responsible for the promise if she can not fulfill. If she is married the same applies to h
