Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 20


Concerning Martyrs, Confessors, and those who Depart the Faith





1. The Martyrs shall be held in high esteem with you as they were with us. Like James the Blessed (the Great) Bishop and Stephen the Arch-deacon. Those are blessed by God and their virtues are unimaginable.





2.  The Christian who is despised by a government for the sake of the name of the Lord and the orthodox faith and for the love of the Lord deserves your support, with exceeding effort take care of the needs of such so he may find the strength to continue. Also care for those whom he cared for so he does not have to worry about them. Because such person is a martyr, a saint, a brother of Christ, and a son of the most high, and a dwelling for the Holy Spirit, and a witness for the suffering of Christ and an heir to the form of his glory.





3. For this reason, all you believers, serve the needs of the saints with your possessions and your efforts. If one of you has nothing to give, let him fast and give half his wages to the saints, but if one is wealthy let him give from his wealth and his wages everyday to the saints. And if one has to give all what he owns to free one of those brothers, he will be blessed friend of Christ.





4. The martyrs are those about whom the Lord said: “If one professes me in front of people, I profess him in front of my Father in heaven.” If you share with them their sorrows, you will be professed in heaven because you cared for them.





5.  If one who helps the martyrs is punished for it, he is blessed because he shared with the martyrs and became like Christ in sharing with Him the suffering. We also (meaning the Apostles) have suffered many tribulations on the hands of the (head) priests and we used to depart from their presence filled with joy because we became worthy to share the suffering of Christ our Savior. So, you also rejoice if you suffer likewise because you will be blessed in the day of judgment.





6.  Those who are persecuted for the orthodox faith and have to escape from city to city for the commandments of the Lord, receive them, comfort them, and honor them like the martyrs. Rejoice if you share with them their persecution because Christ said: “Blessed are you if they persecute you for my name because they persecuted the prophets before you. Rejoice and be extremely glad. If they persecuted me, will they not persecute you!” If they dive you out of a city, escape to another. Also, in this world their shall be sorrows and they shall bring you in front of councils, kings, and leaders for my sake and this shall be a witness for you. Those who endure to the end shall be saved.


Those who turn away and love themselves more than their love for Christ will not receive mercy, because they loved the people more than their love for God and are enemies of God, and in place of the eternity of the blessed they shall receive eternal damnation in the pit of fire. Because for this the Lord said: “Who denies me in front of people, I deny him in front of the angels of my Father.”





7.  The Lord told us His disciples, if one loves son or daughter more than his love for me, he does not deserve me. And he who does not carry his cross and follow me, does not deserve me. If one loves his self, he shall despise it  And he that despises his self for me, shall find it. What does one profit if he looses his self and what shall one give for ones self. He also said: “ Do not be afraid of those who kill the body and has no power on your souls. I tell whom you shall fear. Fear him who after he kills the body has power to put the body and soul both in he fire of eternal damnation”





8.  We ought to pray lest we fall into temptation. Also if we are prepared to witness, let us do it with steadiness confessing the Glorified name which is the name of our savior.





9.  Let us not be surprised if we are persecuted. Let us love not the world, neither the honors of the world, neither the glory of the world, neither the glory of the leaders of the world, and let us not be like the Jews who preferred the glory of this world more than the glory of the Lord.





10.  Let us confess so we can be saved (relieved) and become able to strengthen others so that we are not cause for destruction of others which leads to our eternal suffering many times over (if we do not confess).





11.  Let us not lead ourselves into temptation, because the Lord said” The Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” But if we fall in temptation, let us not change our story (lie) for fear of short suffering. And if one denies the Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God, because he is afraid of suffering for a short while, he is setting himself up for grave sickness which has no cure and his suffering will be here and in the thereafter in the darkness of the outcasted where weeping and gnashing of teeth.





12.  If one is suffering for Christ sake before receiving baptism, he should go without sorrow of the heart because the suffering he endures for Christ sake is to him pure baptism, because he dies with Christ in his suffering.





13.  Let him (who is martyred) not worry about baptism because he is baptized by his own blood.





14.  If one left the orthodox faith because of fear of the unbelievers or by force, and if he comes back to the faith with pure repentance and sorrow from the heart, and with humility and willingness to profess the orthodox faith, receive him. If he was previously a priest, he can again serve the priesthood because his denial was not by his free will. If he was a laymen, he can be allowed to serve in the church and if qualified to join the priesthood. But if one departed the faith, out of fear without being beaten or persecuted, or without losing possessions for the faith, this shall stay in repentance for a long time. Only after he is proven to repent, will he receive communion except if he was sick the sickness of death, but if he recovers from his sickness, he shall continue in his repentance.





15. Those mentioned above shall be accepted back to the fold after long repentance (as mentioned above) because our religion teaches kindness and mercy.





16.  If one caused others as well to depart the faith, his repentance period shall be longer.





17.  Everyone whose blood was shed for the (Christian) faith, shall be considered martyr and shall have a remembrance on the date of his martyrdom.





18.  The places where you the martyrs (remains) are kept, shall be controlled by the universal Church, not that the Church needs the corpses, but because the martyrs are the glory of the Church. Because the Holy Spirit spoke about one Holy, Catholic (Universal), Apostolic Church based on our fathers the saintly Apostles (many of them were martyrs).





19.  Let us place the remains of the martyrs in the Churches and Monasteries, so that miracles and wonders shall take place in those places for those who are sick, in distress, or in bad need. Those who mock these things, God will convict them through the wonders and miracles and the healing of bodies and souls and the casting out of devils (through the intercession of the martyrs).





20.  Who through the sin of pride mocks those who come to the martyrs feasts, shall be anathematized.





21.  It is unlawful for the believers to leave the feasts of the martyrs of Christ and attend celebrations for martyrs not in Christ. Remember the saying of the Apostle Paul: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 


(Romans 8:35-36).





22.  The Apostle Paul continues in the epistle to the Corinthians: “Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” 


(II Corinthians 11:23-27). Showing the many types of sufferings he endured for Christ’ sake including hunger, Thirst, beatings, imprisonment, hiding, fearful situations, laboring, sleeplessness, nakedness, 


cold exposure, being thrown to the lions, .. etc. He at the end endured and with patience received the crown of martyrdom when his blood was offered (As a Roman Citizen he was beheaded) in the city of Rome. Also, most of the Apostles were martyred and their stories are in the books of the martyrs (meaning the Synxarium) and is read on their feasts, so we ask the Lord to give us the benefit of their intercessions so we can be successful in all the affairs of our lives. To Him is Glory and Thanksgiving unto the age of ages. Amen.





(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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