Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 21


Concerning the Sick


What The Sick Ought to Do:


1. The Apostle Yacoub (James) said in the Catholic Epistle: “Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” (James 5:14,15).





2.  The Gospel testified that when the Lord sent the Apostles two by two, they anointed the sick for the healing of their sickness. And the crazed man who troubled the disciples in the beginning of their ministry, they brought him to the Lord (to Jesus) and He healed him and commanded the devil to be cast out while saying: “This kind can not be cast out except by fasting and prayer.”





3.  The prophet David said in the psalms: “{To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.} Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.” (Psalms 41:1-3).


 


4.  The Book of Kings (in the Old Testament) mentions that the one who sent to the Gods of Aphron to ask for healing was scolded by the Lord and died instantly.





What the Believers Should Do for Them:


5.  The Lord said: “I was sick and you visited me.”





6.  He also said: “And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:” (Matt 25:40-41).


 


7.  The Apostles said: “The sick who are not able to come to the Church, visit them every day.”





8.  The deacons are required to inform their bishop (and/or priest) of all that are sick, so he visits them.





9.  The completion of these commands are mentioned in the chapter on giving.





 (to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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