Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 22


Concerning the Departed





1. Get together without delay in the Church to read the Holy Books and to sing (the appropriate) songs on them who departed, the martyrs, the saints, the leaders, and the brethren who departed while in the faith of God. Afterwards, have the Communion of thanksgiving which is the holy body and honored blood of the King (of Glory) in the Church to say your farewell to those who departed. You begin (the funeral service) by walking in front of (the casket) him singing (the appropriate) hymns if he departed while in the faith of Christ. The prophet David said: “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.” 


(Psalm 116:15).  Also he said: “Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee.” (Psalm 116:7). Also in the Gospel, He speaks about the God of the Living saints: “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” (Matthew 22:32)  (meaning that those who departed are not dead but alive in the paradise).





2. Also about the bones of  (the departed), those who are alive in the Lord, these bones are not  despised or unclean. Think of how the bones (remains) of Elisah raised the dead who was killed by the allies of the Syrians. When  his corpse came close to the bones of Elisah, he was raised. This was only possible because the body (remains) of Elisah is holy.





3.  Also, Joseph the wise embraced the body of his father Jacob on the bed of his death. Also (the prophets) Moses and Joshua carried the body (bones/remains) of Joseph (out of Egypt) and did not consider it unclean or defiled (deed).





4.  We the bishops shall touch the bodies of those who departed and do not consider it unclean to do so. But let us do it with purity and wisdom (wisely).





5. Washing (bathing) the dead is allowed but not absolutely necessary. Remember the young woman, Tabetha. The Book of Acts mentions that they washed her and if it was not allowed, the saints (believers) would not have done it because the disciples would have prevented them from doing it. Also, the departed could be wearing (affected by) the effects of their sickness, for this reason they ought to be washed before they enter (are brought) into the Church.





6.   Also it was mentioned in laws in the Old Testament that if a woman dies after she gives birth, wash her body and bring her to the Church, because death has cleansed her.





7.  If the departed was a priest (clergy) bring him in front of the altar (area where deacons usually stand), but if he was one of the cong
