Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 31


Concerning Freedom, Slavery, and Setting a Slave Free





[Slavery is a thing of the past, but even in the time of Christ, slavery existed and there is commandments concerning slaves in the New Testament. The Bible commanded fair treatment of slaves and in return required them to obey their masters. In the USA the declaration of Emancipation of the slaves in the famous Gettysburg Address, Nov. 19, 1863, did cost president Lincoln his life on the hands of John Wilkes Booth, April 14, 1865. Slavery continued through the 19th century and into the beginning of the 20th century. There could still be small pockets of slavery in the world today! This chapter is for historic record only]





1. All people share in an original given nature of being free. But wars and trickery brought in a situation in which some are winners and some are losers. The loser become enslaved to winners of war. The Torah (Old Testament) states that only those who are not in the faith (gentiles) can be made slaves. Because it is written in the Torah that your slaves and maids whom you take from the gentiles and the people who surround you are an inheritance to you and to your children after you. 





2.  It is unlawful to sell a slave who is a believer to an unbeliever.





3.  The child of a (female) slave is owned by her master regardless of the way the child was conceived, through legal or illegal means. If she is set free while she is pregnant, the new born is free as a benefit of the freedom she gained in her pregnancy. 





4. It is lawful to free the unborn without giving freedom to the mother.





5.  The new born of a free woman is free even if the father was a slave. And even if the woman is enslaved after conception, the new born is free (because he/she was conceived while the mother was free).





6.  Granting freedom (to slaves) is a virtue like the highest level of giving (alms), because it is the virtue of giving another the right to enjoy freedom which is the way all should be. It can not be done except by full freedom of choice on the side of the giver.





7.  If it is based on conditions, it is lawful to sell the slave if the conditions are not met. But if he is bought again by same person, the conditions are no longer valid unless they are renewed.





8.  If it is based on a future time, he can use the slave until that time expires and then sets him free. He can also require that the slave serves him for a certain number of years after he sets him free. But to require that the slave and his off-spring serve the master and his off-spring is not setting him free 


(because of the perpetual nature of the condition).





9.  Setting a slave free is to be done by public announcement to the congregation, or in the presence of the bishop and/or priest or on the hands of three witnesses. If it is written as a will, it is treated like a will.





10.  Setting a slave free can be for a fully owned or for partly owned slave. Like if one owns 1/3 of a slave, he can free the part he owns. Also, if he chooses he can buy the other two thirds for a fair price and set the whole slave free. The partners are obliged to sell for fair price.





11.  The value of a slave is based on the present value of a slave with equal qualifications. This value increases or decreases based on professional abilities and age.





12. It is preferred to buy a believer slave than to buy an unbeliever slave.





13.  A slave is to be set free for any of the following seven reasons:





First, If one owned his parents or higher level relative, brothers or sisters and lower level relatives or anyone that can inherit him for any reason whatsoever, he has to set such person(s) free.





Second, If one accepted another through baptism (godparents or eshpeen), or if a slave became priest or monk, such person has to be set free.





Third,  If a slave was made to join armed forces, he has to be set free,





Fourth, If a slave saved the life of his master by fighting for him or even by warning him (of real danger), he has to be set free.





Fifth, If a pregnant woman is set free, her unborn child becomes free,





Sixth, If a slave was captured in a war and returns to his master by his own free will he has to set h
