Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 35


Concerning Forced Actions, Extortion/Coercion


{Preliminary Translation)





1.  It is illegal to Force one to depart the faith. It is desirable if one tolerate pain for maintaining the faith. If he dies in order to keep his faith, he becomes a martyr. And if he survives, he is called a confessor, his rank is second only to the martyrs and is more closer to the martyrs as he endures more and believes more.





2.  If one is being forced to commit wrong deeds or disobey commandment, it is recommended that one endures the pain and do not disobey the commandments, especially if the wrong involves killing or fornication.





3.  It is not proper to accept forced action without enduring the pain and/or harm and it is expected to resist more if the wrong deed is greater. There is punishment that awaits those who cause disobedience or force the commitment of sin.





4.  If one is being forced to commit killing or fornication, one ought to resist and in particular with one that is forbidden from marriage.





5.  If one is being forced to sell what he owns or buy what he does not desire to buy, to rent what he does not want to rent or lease out what he does not want to lease out, he is being forced. If he can later own choose let him choose what he desires to leave things as are or to break the forced agreement!





6.  The one who is forced is a guarantor of what is committed to him. If it spoils or is damaged he is responsible for it!





7.  If after being forced, he has a choice, he should deal fairly in the situation selling, buying, or accepting the situation as is!





[8-12  Intentionally deleted for now!]





Extortion/Coercion:





13. Anything taken by force/extorted has to be returned five folds, or at least four folds as mentioned in the Torah (bible, probably referring to Zakeous promise to the Lord). The book of ‘tatalloss’ (Kings Laws) chapter 39 states that the thing that is taken by force has to be returned back. If it exists no more, a similar item is returned, if the similar can not be found the fair value is given for the item based on the value at the time of taking it and accounting for any change (increase) of value at the time of the trial.





14.  The embezzler is a guarantor of what he took by force, he is responsible for any loss. If he changes the item he took by force, he is responsible for compensating for the full value at the time the forced action was committed.





15.  If it was a domestic animal and he fattened it or a slave and he taught him a trade, when it is returned back it is up to the original owner to accept the benefit (increase in value) or donate the increase.





16.  If they disagree about the value of the increase in value, the word of the owner is taken. If the item spoils or is damage while in the control of the one who took it by force, he is responsible for the loss. But if the damage is out of his control, he is not responsible !!!!


[I don’t understand last statement]





17.  If the item was money, it is desired to donate any accrued interest when it is returned back!





18.  If one damages the clothes of another, he owes the loss of value, but if it is beyond repair he owes the 


price of a similar one.





19.  If one takes a white piece of cloth by force and dyes it. He owes the price of a similar value item, or if he returns it, he owes the cost of dying it again.





20.  If one sells, donates, frees, give to a charitable trust, allow to marry, or marries what he extorted/coerced he owes its return. The difference between forced action and extortion is that in the first one owes value in the other he owes value and penalty!





21.  If he can not pay compensation at once, he has to pay what he has of its value and pay the rest of it in installment payments.





22.  If he donated or gave to a charitable trust what he extorted, the owner is entitled to an agreement stating his rights and he can choose to ask for compensation or bless the charitable status of the item which was taken.





23.  If he extorter allowed marriage or married what was extorted, the owner can request the value immediately or in installments.








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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