Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 36


Concerning Rentals & Long Term Lease for Use


(Preliminary Translation)





[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]





1. Rental is the cost of use. Rental contract is a use contract with compensation. What can be sold for a price can be rented for a price. It is possible to exchange use for use.





2. It is legal to rent anything of use and is valid for any two parties who can engage in a sale contract.





3.  It is not proper unless the renter and renting agent (owner) agree and both the use and rent price are both known and achievable.





4.  The use can be measure by time or distance. For example a house is rented for residence (for a period of time) and a riding animal is rented for travel a certain amount of time or a certain distance.





5.  If the rental is for use it should be stated as such. For example a tailor can be rented to sew a robe or an animal rented to carry a load.





6.  Also rental can be based on a benefit. For example a man rents a piece of Egyptian agriculture land, the rental is completed when the water of the Nile covers it and it produces harvest.





7.  The renting agent (owner) has to provide what makes it usable. For example the key to the house to be able to enter and use it. He also has to prevent what makes it unusable, and also to provide necessary accessories, for example a saddle for the rental animal.





8.  But other tools are responsibility of the renter, for example a bail and robe to use the well.





9.  It is improper to rent illegal items such a women who weep (an old Pharonic custom to bring weepers to funerals to lead the women in weeping their loss), and sorcerers. Also it is illegal to rent money because this is high interest lending.





(Part)





10.  The rental is due based on agreed conditions or what is customary for similar situations, but to accelerate payment it has to be for acceptable agreed on reasons. It is not for the bleacher, tailor, baker, and those in similar professions to ask for their wages before they complete their work unless there is a prior agreement to the contrary.





11.  The owner of a house has the right to receive the rent without asking for it even if the renter did not start to reside in the house yet. Rent is paid daily unless it is agreed or commonly collected monthly.





12.  A tradesman can hold an item until he is paid for his work, like a bleacher (holding a dress) or a jeweler (holding a piece of jewelry) until he is paid.





13.  If the item is damage without intention to cause damage, the tradesman is not responsible, but he looses his wages.





14.  If one rents an item and it is damaged while in his possession and if the damage in unintentional he is not responsible for the damage.





15.  But if the damage is due to misuse, he is responsible. For example if it was forbidden to expose it to fire and he di
