Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 42, Important Footnotes


Concerning Inheritance


(Thirteen Parts)


(Preliminary Translation)





1. Translating this chapter was a laborious task, thirteen part, 110 paragraphs. As was stated earlier, Hegomen Philothaos Awad used it in his book on Civil Laws. The chapter is a collection of laws known at the time of Safy, Ibn Al-Assal. Some of the laws would conflict with others, but a recommendation could be made based one or another of these laws.





2. As was stated over and over again, males and females receive equal share. This is the Christian rule, because the bible stated that males and females are equal in the sight of God. Unfortunately in our home country, Egypt, Islamic law is applied in matters of inheritance where the wife is given 1/8th, and the daughters are given half the share of their male siblings. The writer had a situation most recently where the inheritance was divided that way. The recommendation for all of us is to write a will, a will should be witnessed by at least two reliable people of good standing. Three witnesses is even better than two. The witness of one is not acceptable by any court anywhere. If one cares to give equal share to his off-spring which is what I believe we all should do, he has to state that clearly in the written and recorded will.





3. The book listed 22 classes of relations starting with children then grandchildren, parents then grandparents, .. etc. In the classes of relatives the father side is ranked higher than the mother’s side to keep wealth in the family fathers to sons. Also the lower class relation is sought if no one exists in the higher class that can inherit at the time of distributing the estate.





4. Again, I recommend, especially for the brothers and sisters in the home land to author a will if they like the idea of equal shares for sons and daughters, otherwise the laws of the land will be applied as stated above. Here in the USA, for most states the off-spring is given equal shares, still it is recommended to write a will.  Most countries in the Western Culture equate males and females in inheritance!  I hope you benefited from reading this chapter, Chapter 43 on the selection of Rulers follows.








Sincerely,





William Hanna


St. Louis, Missouri, USA





P.S. The entire translation (work in progress) is on COPT-NET. You can access it using ftp:


	ftp://pahros.bu.edu





[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]





[Note; Hegomen Philothaos Awad used the bulk of this chapter in his book on Civil Laws, late 1800s





(Part 1: What to do with the estate, what the departed leaves behind, and the days during which the heirs can not ask for their inheritance):





1.  They start with paying for the coffin, wages for digging the burial place, and the cost of the tomb.





2.  Then the cost of the funeral and the offerings as described in the chapter concerning the dead.





3.  Pay to the poor from the possessions of the departed as a remembrance for him.





4.  Then pay what the departed owes in land (property) and other taxes.





5.  If the departed owes money it shall be paid first, but anything that is forgiven can be counted off if the debtor agrees to forgive the debt. Also, some times the estate is protected or an action is taken to negotiate debts, but in the end the estate has to pay what is determined to be fair by impartial witnesses.





6.  Following that is what the departed owes like solemn pledges to God.  If the will did not include alms but the heirs are not in bad need they can give alms according to the value of the estate and the financial condition of the heirs. After all these they can follow his commandments’ based instructions (chapter 41)..





7.  We previously stated  the rules (chapter 41) which limits his actions to one half and one fourth (3/4) of the estate. and one fourth is for his legal heirs without further modification.





8.  No one is allowed to ask the heirs and/or relatives of the deceased for any debts for at least 9 days following the death, because these are days of sorrow. No one should ask them to appear in front of a council or a court either. And if anyone entraps one of the involved to sign a paper or make an agreement, such action shall be null and void. After the appointed period objections to the will can be raised if they are (the objections) according to the commandments.





(Part Two: General Paragraphs  Concerning Inheritance, and the Order of Heirs):





9.  Heirs are two categories:  First those who have a definite portion of the inheritance according to six rules:





(First) The wife is entitled to one half if the other heirs are not her children.  Otherwise a share equal to that of one of the children.





 [Note the Patriarch (I am assuming at the time of Hegomen Phiothaos) wrote not to exceed 1/4 of the estate (This would be Pope Cyril  (Kyrillos) V. This also gives credence to this book being used as a reference by fathers of the Coptic Church. Pope Kyrillos V, also known as monk John the Scribe ‘Youhanna Al-Nassekh’ was on the chair for 49 years, he transcribed many Church books and is the one who ordained Anba Abraam the Departed Bishop of Fayoum)]





(Second) The same for the husband (if he inherits his wife).





(Third)  The uncles (father’s side) have with his mother 1/3 portions. 





(Fourth) Their Children share the same way with the mother.





(Fifth)  Grandparents share with the brothers and sisters of the deceased 1/3 portions.





10. (Sixth)- The rest,  if they inherit it is according to class of relation (process of selecting a class if the closer (higher priority) doe not have survivors) as follows:





11.  Tribe (relatives) form father side males and females are ahead of those from the mother’s side.





12.  According to the rules of the king there are twenty two classes of relation as follows:





13. (First Class): The off-spring of the deceased males and females equally.


[Note that Islamic Law gives the male twice the portion given to the female off-spring. In the Coptic Law they are equal inspite of all the pressure of living with an Islamic majority]





14. (Second):  Males and females who are off-spring of the ones above.





15. (Third):  The father of the deceased.





16.  (Fourth):  His Brothers and sisters and mother equally.





17. (Fifth):  Brothers and sisters from father alone.





18. (Sixth): Brothers and sisters from mother alone.





19. (Seventh):  Male and female off-spring of the deceased brothers and sisters equally.





20.  (Eighth) The father of the father of the deceased.


{In another copy the off-spring, males and females,  of the brothers and sisters are the eight’s class) 





21. (Ninth): The mother of the father of the deceased.





22.  (Tenth): His Uncles (‘Amaam’, father’s side). 





23.  (Eleventh):  The male and female off-spring of his uncles (father’s side) equally.





24.  (Twelfth):  The male and female off-spring of his daughters.





25.  (Thirteenth):  the males and female off-spring of  his sisters and brothers.


[seems that this belongs to eighth not thirteenth class]





26.  (Fourteenth):  The deceased aunts (‘amaat’ sisters of his father).





27.  (Fifteenth);   Off-spring of them (above) males and females equally.





28.  (Sixteenth):  Father of the mother of the deceased.





29.  (seventeenth):  The mother of his mother.





30.  (Eighteenth):  The deceased uncles (‘akwaaloh’) brothers of his mother.





31.  (Nineteenth):  The male and female off-spring of those above.





32.  (Twentieth):  Aunts (mother’s sisters) of the deceased.





33.  (Twenty-first):  The off-spring of them above.





34. (Twenty-second):  The fathers of the grandparents.





35.  Inheritance is based on classes of relatives according to relation, the closer relations are considered first then the lesser  relation, .. etc. It favors the deceased off-spring class over his parents. It also favors the tribe (family) of the father over that of the mother (and passing inheritance to on generation down of one male that is not present. For example the children of the male off-spring if the off-spring are no longer alive before the father of the deceased is considered. It also favors the off-spring of the males of the brothers and sisters if the brothers and sisters of the deceased are no longer alive and they are ahead of the grandparents of the deceased.  It favors one generation of a family over the following generation (children favored over grandchildren concerning inheritance). It also considers the uncles (father’s side) then their children before the aunts (fathers side) then their  children. Then the uncles (mother’s side) and their children then aunts (mother’s side) and then their children. Then it considers grandparents as explained. In the search for the class to inherit a deceased the closest class is sought and given inheritance if found otherwise the next is sought until a class of  inheritors is found and given equal shares but if in any class there is only one single person he gets all after the portion according to commandments is satisfied (as explained in chapter 41).





(Part 3: Concerning What A Husband Inherits from his Wife):





37.  The reason the husband (spouse) is placed ahead of all others is because marriage is the origin of all that follows. Through marriage children are brought to existence. It makes parents parents. And through marriage they became one and not twain as the Lord said. The one is more deserving of his things than others.





38.  If a man or a woman dies and there was no other natural heirs from close (higher) relations, lesser (lower) relations, or side relations, the man is entitled to the entire estate of his wife and the woman of her husband.





39.  (In the closing of the collection of the Patriarch Anba Ghobrial he says): if he (the deceased) had a wife and children, she becomes like one of them (meaning equal share) because the book of Descolia (teachings of the Apostles) says give to the orphans the fortune of their parents and to the widows the fortune of their husbands. This saying indicates that the estate of the deceased goes to his children and his wife. If he did not make distinctions, they all get equal shares.





40.  It is customary of a husband or a wife dies and if he did not have children as heirs, the surviving spouse receives half the estate and the other half goes to the other legal heirs. this also agrees with what was mentioned in Rules of the King (Rule 55). They also said if a man was legally married but not consummated the marriage and he dies, she is entitled to half his estate and his relative the other half, but if he had no legal heirs she is entitled to the entire estate.





(The following  Rules are from the Closing of the Collection of The Patriarch Anba Ghobrial)





41.  The standards require that the portion one leaves for the other is equal because of the Lord’s saying (God created a helper equal to him). And because of His saying (he makes them one and no longer twain). So the man shall leave for his wife half if there is no children and equal portion with the children and all if all (legal heirs) are gone. 





42. If the husband and wife are related (family relations before marriage) the standards require that each inherits to shares from the other. One share for marriage and the other share for family relation.





43.  In the chapter concerning marriage other laws (Kings Rule 51) if a man dies his wife is entitled to the entire furnituings and half the dowry and if she dies he is entitled to the entire dowry and half the furnituings regardless of having chidden or not (this is in addition to the inheritance and not considered pat of it).





44.  If the husband dies and had no children born of her, she is entitled to the furnituings and half the dowry. If the furnituings are worn out (no monetary value) she can claim the value of the cloth she brought in with her or the monetary value of it which can be found in the book (agreement) of marriage. The jewelry and any advance payments (‘arboon’) is hers and its value is known. If in her furnituings slaves, she can claim them if they are still alive. If they were sold she receive the value of the sale, but if they were dead she receives nothing because it is natural for them to die. If the slaves produced off-spring, she is entitled to half and the other legal heirs the other half. This is also the rule concerning any herd of sheep or cows. She claims the herd back and any off-spring of the herd she is entitled to half. the same applies to a hive of bees and similar possessions.





45.  Half of the off-spring is the man’s because although she brought the livestock in it was fed and cared for at the man’s expense.





46.  If one dies after the marriage contract but before the marriage is consummated it is explained in the chapter on marriage, part II. 





(Part Four: Two Classes (of  Heirs)):





47.  (First Class):  In what the off-spring inherit from their parents. Because the law favored the children of the deceased over his parents in inheritance. The parents are the cause the off-spring exists and the cause has to be a good cause for existence (‘ellat sallah’) and this can be through leaving them wealth. 


 Also the children are the future of life and their grandparents are the ones who shall leave it. For these reasons inheritance is from above down and not from down up unless no one below is found to become legal heir. Also the remembrance (memory) of parents is through their children and not through their parents, so the children are more deserving of inheritance.





48.  The reason of giving equal share to daughters and sons in the new testament is the saying of the Apostle Paul: “In Christ men and women are the same (equal)”. Also their relation to the giver is the same being his children. The parent owes the same to one as he owes the other.





49. The reason of favoring children over the chidden of the children (grandchildren) is because they are closer to the givers.





50. If one dies and leaves off-spring, sons and daughters, without a will, they share together (equally).





51.  Regardless of having the same mother or not.





52.  Even if one is dumb or deaf.





53.  If the daughter marries and her father paid for her furnituings , this will be considered part of her inheritance (reduced accordingly) if the father agreed to that in his life or not.





54.  It is agreed in the Church (body of believers) that if the furnishings exceed the inheritance she owes none, but if it was less she receive the difference.





55.  Those born from a free woman (outside wedlock) share with the other off-spring equally.





56. Those born from unlawful marriages like the wife of the brother, the sister of the wife, the aunt (father’s sister), the aunt (mother’s sister), the fathers other wife or his concubine can not inherit their parents without a will (explicitly). But their children are counted in the classes of relation.





57.  If their father  explicitly in his will gives them portion, they receive it. If he will equal portion, it is permissible.





58.  (Second Class): In the inheritance of the grandchildren male and female from their grandparents. The children of the children inherit the deceased and they out rank the parents of their grandparents in inheritance rights.





(Part Five: What the Father Inherit from his Children; A Third Class Inheritance):





59.  Because the father is favored over the brothers and sister. First because between him and his children one degree of relation separation, but between the brothers and sisters two degrees of relation separation (meaning two births). Second, because the father is the reason of existence of his off-spring and the presence of the inheritance is caused by him. But off-spring are not the cause of existence of one another, so the father is the cause and is more deserving to inherit it.  Also, in many cases the father gave the wealth to the child to start with and it is natural that it returns to him if the closer relation does not exist and for that reason the father is favored over the mother in matters of inheritance. Also the woman was made for the man and what existed for another is lesser than the thing it was made for also the mother is like a container and like the soil for the plant. Also the inheritance can return to the siblings through the father and these are all reasons for favoring the father over mother and siblings in matters of inheritance.





60.  If one dies and he has no children or grandchildren and did not author a will and had mother and father, his inheritor is his father and not his mother.





(Part Six):


Four classes in what siblings inherit from brothers and sisters and what half brothers may inherit:





61.  The two grandfathers can inherit with siblings, also the mother can inherit according to conditions. Also, the children of brothers and sisters (nieces and nephews) can inherit according to conditions. And the sibling are after the father in degree of relation for inheritance as explained before. The siblings (brothers and sisters) are favored over grandparents because they are equal in relation to the deceased and closest in relation to the father (if the father does not inherit) and the brothers and sisters are closer than grandparents and they are coming to life (in the sunrise of life) while the grandparents are in the sunset of life and they are considered of more need because they are building a future.





62.  (Fourth Class):  If one dies and had no children or surviving father, the inheritance should go to his brothers and sisters and his mother in equal shares.





63.  Brothers and sisters from one father and one mother inherit equally.





64.  (Fifth and Sixth Class):  If one dies and have no brothers and sisters from same father and mother, his half brothers and sisters inherit him because the half brothers and sisters are less related than full brothers and sisters.





65.  The sibling from father side is favored over the siblings from mother side. Because the siblings from the father side are closer (higher class) relations.





66. If the deceased’s parents were no alive (assuming he has no children as well), his grandparents inherit with his brothers and sisters. This law does not distinguish between the parents father’s side or mothers’ side. The laws favored the grandparents from father side (closer class) than grandparents from mother’s side.  If the siblings are from father’s side alone the grandparents father’s side alone inherit with them. If they were mother’s side grandparents from the mother’s side inherit. 





67. If the mother is made equal to one of the siblings (in matters of inheritance), she does not mask any of the siblings full or half related, she inherits as one of the siblings (equal share).





68.  If one of the siblings is not present (no longer alive) she inherits in his place and she masks the children of the siblings because the law states that she is equal to one of the siblings (in matters of inheritance) and the sibling masks his children and the mother is closer than the grandparents.





69.  The mother has two thirds with the uncles and nephews (siblings of uncles father’s side) one third for them to share.





70.  (Seventh Class) According to the rule of classes of relation closer then the less close, the siblings of the children after the children and the siblings of the uncles after the uncles in each case males and females inherit equal shares  noting that the siblings of the full brothers and sisters ahead of those of half brothers and sisters. And preference given to half brothers and sisters from the father than those from the mother only (and it will be mentioned later that the children of brothers and sisters follow them in class of relation). 





(Part Seven: Seventh and Eighth Classes of Relation: What the Grandparents (Father’s Side) Inherit):





71.  The reason grandparents are favored over uncles (father’s side) is because they are closer in relation because between the grandfather and his children’s children two births. But between the uncles and his brothers’ siblings three births. as explained in the chapter on marriage. Also grandparents on the father’s side are closer than grandparents on mother’s side, the later are masked because the father’s tribe (family) masks that of the mother.





72.  If there is no heirs going down (to children and grandchildren), we go up (to parents) then grandparents before going lateral to uncles and their descendants.





73.  After the males and females from the father’s tribe (family) heirs are sought from the mother’s tribe (family/side).





74.  From this reasoning above in the two laws above, the grandparents from father’s side are considered after his brothers and sisters and they are followed by mother’s side. The grandfather is favored over the grandmother.





(Part Eight:  Tenth and Eleventh Class:  What the Uncles and Cousins Inherit and what his mother receives also):





75.  The reason the uncles and their children are favored over the children of the daughters and the children of the sisters is because they are from the tribe (family) of the father which is closer relation than the others mentioned.





76.  One who does not have children or children from sons or brothers or brothers’ children is inherited by his uncles (father’s side) or their children after them.





77.  His uncles or their children receive one third of the estate and his mother (if alive) receives two thirds. If none of those relations exist, the next classes of relation can inherit. Those from the same class of relation inherit equal shares.





(Part Nine: Twelfth and Thirteenth Class. What the Children of the Daughter and Children of Brothers and Sisters Inherit):





78.  One who has no brothers or sisters alive  and no uncles or cousins alive is inherited by the children of his daughters otherwise he is inherited by the children of his brothers and sisters.





(Part 10: The Rest of the Classes):





79.  If the deceased does not have sisters’ children, his aunts (father’s side) inherit him. If no aunts, his aunts children inherit him, males and females alike (equal shares). Also in the first class of relations males and females get equal shares.





80. (Second Class relations and what follows): Women do not inherit with their children and the children of their sisters.





81.  The inheritance does not include women after first class relation.  The children of females do not inherit with children of male , also the children of sisters do not inherit with the children of brothers, also the children of aunts do not inherit with children of uncles (father’s side) same for aunts and uncles (mother’s side). If the off-spring of the father has no surviving males then the females inherit, same for the off-spring mother’s side.





82.  As mentioned in the rulings, after the aunts and their descendants (father’s side), the mother’s tribe (family) side is considered as heirs. They are  the deceased parents, his mother’s mother, his uncle (mother’s side). Between the deceased and his grandfather two births, his uncle (mother’s side) three births. After the uncle (mother’s side) , uncles children males and females as in the inheritance of uncles (father’s side) and their children. After that the parents of grandparents. The those that follow them (in class of relation) as explained previously. 





83. If one has no heirs, the state (country) treasury inherits him.





(Part Eleven: Those Who Inherit the Bishops and the Monks):





84.  It should be known what belongs to the bishop and what belongs to the Church (Episcopate). His own possessions is under his control and he can will it to whom he chooses. And it should not be mixed with the Church possessions, because he might have relatives whom he care for and also off-spring (It seems that the law of celibacy was not always the norm, some bishops married and had children from the flesh). It is only according to God’s justice that what belongs to the Church is preserved for the Church and what belongs to the bishop is preserved for him so he is not treated unjustly. Also it is advised for the bishops relatives not to boast about what is his or what belongs to the Church because boasting might bring bad remembrance of the departed (bishop).





85. Those who are related to him might face difficulty (if his possessions are denied them) and they might be driven to blasphemy (if they are treated unfairly).





86.  Everything the bishop owned before he became bishop is his own wealth, he can will it or give it away. But everything he accumulates afterwards belongs to the Church (episcopate), he can not will it to anyone. But he can will inheritances he received from parents or brothers or uncles.





87.  If he was consecrated bishop and was poor before the consecration, the wealth belongs to the Church (he can not will it). But if he had children the Church should continue supporting them after his death. Also if he has close relatives in need, the Church should care for them as well. 





88.  If one becomes a monk after he had children he can divide his wealth among them, but to keep one share for the monastery  (he is associated with). But if he dies without a will, his children take their share according to inheritance rule, the rest goes to the monastery it is called ‘Filickidon!!!!’. If he had no off-spring, it depends: If he did not bring his money to the monastery, it is up to him in what he willed, but if he brought it in it belongs with the monastery except for what he mentioned in a will prior to entering the monastery.





(Part Twelve: Concerning Slaves and Freed Slaves):





89.  A slave does not inherit without a will naming him, because the inheritance is for family.





90.  No one inherits him except his master because his possessions are owned by his master. It is not valid for him to write a will or a bill of sales without the approval of his master.





91.  If the slave after being set free marries a slave woman, his children from the slave woman can not inherit him, his possessions revert to the masters that set him free.


[That is ridiculous, but it shows how lucky we are to live today!]





92.  Also the children of a free woman from a husband who is a slave can not inherit her, but she is inherited by those deserving from the free (following  the relatives classes) and her husband gets what belongs to him.





93.  It is possible for the slave to receive an inheritance from his master because he has rights given by the master but it can only be by written will.





94.  Slaves are set immediately free if they are part of an estate that went to the treasury because the deceased did not have natural heirs.  Any one that violates this rule will not be forgiven his sins!





95. A freed slave has the right to author a will, if he has natural heirs they inherit him, but if he does not his former master or masters or their descendants inherit him. If in his will he specify other than natural heirs, his master/masters have one third of the estate.





96.  If one wrote a decree to free his slave at his death and included specification of possessions or money, the slave gains his freedom and specified items, otherwise the heirs of the master take it.





(Part Thirteen: Who Can Not Inherit, What Can Not be Inherited):





97.  The following can not inherit without a will naming them: Anyone who does not have a relation with the deceased natural or through marriage, even if they have a relation by proxy or common law such as nursing women, baby-sitters, eshpeens, step fathers, step mothers, relatives of the husband, relatives of the wife, step brothers, step sisters, parents of the step siblings, brother’s wife, sister’s husband, and spouses of the off-spring.





98.  (First Group) Does not inherit the believer, even if there is a will, those who depart the faith. If a will mentioned him when he was in the faith and he was found outside the faith, he does not inherit but if he returns to the true faith (with clear evidence) he becomes deserving of his share, but if his return was after the estate was divided he looses his share. If the departed was a priest, only the believers from his natural heirs can inherit him. But if none of his natural heirs is a believer, his estate goes to the Church where he served as priest. Also, if the person was not a priest, and none of his natural heirs was a believer his estate goes to the treasury of the state. If the heir engages in action to endanger the life of the deceased, or conspires to kill him, or hands him to his killer(s), he looses his inheritance right.





99.  (Second Group) Does not inherit without a will the off-spring of illegal marriage, relatives born from illegal marriages, and slave and freed slaves as explained before. Also disobedient children and children who defy their parents by choosing trades that are not proper such as slave trade, prostitution, or those who defy by marrying illegally such as those who marry their step mothers, daughters, sisters, mothers and those who cause parents harm or loss of wealth also not to inherit without a will a woman who marries before the legal period following the departed spouse is complete (one year as explained under marriage). Any one who tries to deceive by hiding a will shall not inherit either.





100.  The disobedient who beat or curse his parents or accuse them of crime (falsely) does not inherit. Also, those who do not care for their parents in their old age or sickness does not inherit. Also, those especially male off-spring who do not support parents in difficulty such as imprisonment, tribulation, or (necessary) cosignature do not inherit.  Also, one who forces his parents not to author a will or forces his way in what is written without the approval of the parents and/or authority doe not inherit.





101. Likewise a daughter or sister or wife who lives the life of prostitutes  Also a female off-spring who chooses this way because her father gave her dowry and furnishings according to his financial situation which was not satisfactory to her and she choose the life of ill repute as a result. Also does not inherit off-spring who neglected their parent care which mad other relatives who are not heirs to care for them.  If the person regains his health after sickness, he can choose to author a will excluding those who did not care for them because they abused the privilege. But it is up to the parent to forgive them and warn them and include them again in his will. But if they continued to neglect him and he was cared for by the stranger in the  stranger home to the time of his death, the stranger can be included as one of the heir deserving inheritance!





102.  If a parent is taken as a prisoner of war and his off-spring neglected to work for his release, and if he is released he can choose to give them inheritance or not. If he dies in his imprisonment and it is proven that his heirs did not work for his release they loose their inheritance. If all the legal heirs are guilty of such behavior, his estate goes to the Church. The Church has to use such funds to help those who are in similar situation to be an example for all. No one who neglected in such situation is to inherit even if they are mentioned in an authored will before the imprisonment. This is also applied to a stranger 18 years or older who was mentioned in a will and neglected to work towards freeing the one who included him in his will. All expense related to freeing an imprisoned should be documented and he is required to pay back  because these are the rules of proper conduct.





103.  If the heir gives the benefactor a medicine (drug) that spoils the mind or did not support him when he needed his help and was imprisoned as a result, the heir doe not inherit. but if the heir was not able to lend support because he was dumb, deaf, or blind, he is not to obligated and does not loose his inheritance.





104.  Everything that obligates the off-spring to their parent, obligates the parents to their off-spring exactly the same.





105.  In general, the rules are common for every heir with every benefactor if there is proven reason for preventing the inheritance after a will is authored, it is prevented for a relative or a stranger alike.





106.  (Inheritance can also be prevented ,) if one was given less than what is his legal share of inheritance (right of refusal?)





107.  Fornicators are also prevented from inheritance as mentioned in the book of the rules of the king.





108.  This is also applicable to situation where doubt exists (meaning a proof is required when in doubt). For example if two are traveling and one dies due to drowning or fire or building destruction (in suspicious circumstances) it is advised to investigate before executing a will or distributing inheritance. In general if it is not clear who survived and who did not they can not inherit each other until it is made clear what the circumstances, but either one can inherit others that are not involved in the incident being investigated. 





109.  (Last Part) What stops action is a complaint concerning a prisoner of war or (long) travel. In general if news about a person whereabouts stops for a longtime, the ruler can make a determination about the missing  if there is proof that he is dead or absent long enough to be considered dead.





110. If the absent person has a relative who died, they are required to act with care concerning the share of the absent person.  For example if the absent has an off-spring, he is not masked by the off-spring until a determination is made that he is dead or absent long enough to be considered dead. His share should be saved until the determination with proof  for or against is made.








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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