Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 44


Concerning Kings (Applies Also to Other Forms of Governing)


In Five Parts


(Preliminary Translation)





Part One





1. Let the king you appoint be one of your brethren (one of the people). It is not proper to appoint a foreign man as your king. He should not accumulate horses, women, gold, or silver.  And when he sits on the throne of the kingdom, he is given the heavenly law by the priests to read (study) it all the days of his life (meaning to rule according to written laws based on the Holy Books and be reminded of it always) so he learns to fear God and obey his commands, to keep and follow them lest his heart is elevated up against his brothers!or deviate from the commandments right or left . And by following the commandments his life and his off-spring lives shall become long in his kingdom and let his faith in God be complete.





2.  Remember that through faith the walls of Jehrico fell (Hebrews 9) when the Israelites circled  it seven days and through the faith of Gideon, Barak, Simson, Yephtah, and David they defeated kings and acted righteously and received the promises and were strong in battle and defeated the armies of the enemies.





3.  When the king become hypocritical he is no longer king but an outcast.





Part





4.  The Lord said in His Gospel: “Give what is Cesars to Cesars and what is God’s to God”  Also Paul the Apostle said: “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is du ; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:2-8).





5.  John Chrysostom in his commentary on this chapter said: The apostle was very careful in pointing out in this epistle and other epistles as well the relation between rulers and their subjects. He ordained obedience by the subjects to their rulers as the obedience of servants to their masters and he did that to show us that the Lord (Jesus Christ) did not come to overthrow the rules of public conduct but elevated it to higher level. And by his saying every soul, he means all people with no exception.  And his saying every authority (rule) is of God, he means that God ordained authority, rulers and ruled (subjects).  This is for the world to be in good order. And because equal status for all produces strife, the Lord ordained with his (infinite) wisdom that their be rules like husband with wife, father with son, elder with young,  master with slave, teacher with student, and in conclusion every boss with those whom he is charged with. Also, concerning the body he made parts to rule and others to be ruled. Also, he ordained the same for the rest of the animals like the bees,  wild birds, wild buffalo, and kinds of fish (sea creatures). The absence of authority is a cause of disturbance and lack of order. And his saying that the ruler is servant of God for your benefit  means that he facilitates obedience to God through punishment of those who disobey God like murderess, robbers, fornicators, doers of evil, and his good conduct towards those who obey God the righteous and good ones.  So, for your benefit from him material and spiritual you pay your income, property and head taxes as a reward (for your benefits).. Also, for this reason it was agreed that the heads of legislation are to leave their own personal affairs and care for what benefits the public (society at large). So, do not say that so and so did bad (do not criticize them) but look at the god and marvel saying these things were done for the public benefit.  But if you think that you are better qualified than he is in faith and deed (do not  be discouraged) but think that your time has not come yet. and it will come and when it does you will do better than he does and always remember that this world is not the place to receive the reward.





Part:





6.  Let the king respect the ranks of clergy like the righteous king Constantine, the believer and righteous who was elected to be king (emperor).  He used his own funds to support the clergy each according to his rank starting from the bishops, priests, and deacons. He also exempted them from personal and property taxes. The king also created trusts for Churches and monasteries to support their affairs and the needs of the widows and orphans which this organizations cared for to keep all of them in the fold of the Church and to maintain them in the true Orthodox faith and to maintain the kingdom of the Christian faith he made a portion of all the benefits of the state for God as king David (the prophet) did a s well as other righteous kings in the past. Also, the king does not stretch his hand against the priests lest he gets hurt as the evil kings of Israel who did such things in the past were punished.





7.  If you enter the city which the Lord your God gave you to conquer take the first fruits of everything you gained and go to the place which the Lord your God directs you to and offer worship to the Lord and be merry because of all the things that the Lord gave you, your clan, the priests among you, and the strangers among you as well.





Part





8.  He must rule his flock with justice and does not compromise in any fairness situation for himself, his children, his friends, or  even for strangers. About the king, he must love justice and for this cause  evil people would want to destroy him. (King) Solomon the wiseone said: doing justice in excess is favored over sacrifices and offering. He should not take the possessions of others by force and he should not buy it against their will directly or through tricks lest God punishes him in this world (here)  and in the latter days (thereafter).. In this world like what befell king Ahab and his wife Isabel and the destruction of their off-spring because of what they did to Nabbot by forcing him to sell his vine field. They both died (instantly) and the dogs licked her blood. The Apostle said: The unjust and one who takes other’s property by force do not inherit the kingdom of God.





9.  He does not harm the widows and orphans because the Lord said: “If you hurt them, they pray to me and I hear their prayer and answer it, so my wrath increases against you and I destroy you in the battle and your wives become widows and your children orphans.” (Deut 14?)





10.  He treats his soldiers and companions with gentleness and listens to the opinions of the elders and does not accept the advise of the youth who grew up with him and does not put heavy burdens on those who serve him learning a lesson from what happened to the son of (king) Solomon in his dealing with his father’s advisers (he basically ignored the advise of the elders and lost 10 of the 12 tribes when he told the elders my thumb is bigger than my father’s wrist. He punished  with whips, I will use scorpions).





11.  He should be kind to the off-spring of the king who preceded him following what (king) David did with the children of Saul.





12.  He should be kind to the ambassadors of another king and not harm them learning from what  befell the king of Amoonites because when he harmed the messengers of (king) David, the Lord gave David victory against him (David beat him badly).





13.  If his father was a king, he should not repel against his father learning from what happened to Abshaloom in the battle (he was killed by the Sword) when he repelled and went to war against his father.





14.  If you go out to battle with your soldiers against your enemy beware of every unclean act. And if one of your soldiers is unclean, he should stay the day out of the battle field, and join the following day after he is cleansed. Let your soldiers be holy lest He (the Lord) sees evil in you and departs you.





15.  If you go out to battle and see your enemies soldiers, horses, and carriages more than what you have, be not afraid because the Lord  your God is with you. And when you advance for the fight, he (the king) moves to the front and speaks to the people saying: “You are advancing to the battle against your enemies, be not afraid, be not soft hearted because the Lord is with you, He fights your enemies on your behalf and helps you.”





16.  If you advance towards a village or a city to fight them, call them to conciliation first. If they accept you and open their city to you take the men that are in it as your slaves, they pay taxes to you. If they do not accept conciliation fight them and tighten the grip on them because the Lord your God delivers it to your hands. But if they beg  your forgiveness (surrender) accept to cease the fight because the Lord said: “Blessed are the merciful, because they receive mercy.” And mercy to the servants of God is a thanksgiving prayer to God. And when the Disciples told Jesus: “If you will, You can ask a fire from heaven to fall on them and destroy them as Eliah did.” Christ answered: “You do not know of what spirit you are.” So, through mercy and love one is in the image of his creator and that is what distinguishes Christians from all others.





17.  If you surround a village (town) for many days to conquer it, do not spoil (destroy) the trees because the trees will not escape from you (are yours to own). But if any tree does not bear fruits, it shall be removed and fight the people (of the village) until you achieve victory.





18.  If (in your way to the battle) you pass by cities that belong to your brothers (meaning not your enemies) buy from them food and water with silver (meaning paying for it, not through force or extortion) for your food and drink so the Lord may bless you.





19.  If one buys a prisoner of war for a price. If the prisoner has money, he can pay for his own freedom and become free. Otherwise, the buyer keeps him as a servant (not slave) unless he has fully paid for himself by the wages he earn as a  servant according to the witness of some people (familiar with the situation).





20.  If the prisoner escapes, do not take him back to his master. Keep him in one of your villages and be fair to him.





21.  The spoils of war, one sixth (1/6) should be kept by the treasury as a public share. and the rest is divided equally among the rulers and the those whom they rule  Those soldiers who showed more courage in the battle receive an extra share from the 1/6 which was set aside.





22. Anyone who seeks to harm the kingdom  by siding with the enemy, or giving him secret information, or escapes to their side, or sells them weapons shall be hanged and burned.





Part





23. If the Lord places you in the hands of your enemies because of your sins and they took you to their lands, you must stick to your faith holding to your tradition in food, drinks, and all the laws as Daniel and the three young men (Sedrak, Mishak, and Abdnagho) did, so the Lord may save you from the lion and the fire and praise is brought to his name for your obedience and He will return you (safely) to your countries as it was for the mentioned.  








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]











