Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 45, Part 3 of 3


Concerning What Should be Mentioned In This Book


From Old and New Other than What Is Already Stated


Miscellaneous Topics


(Preliminary Translation)





1.  Because man is composed of Soul and Body, the purpose of legislating laws is two folds:


First, To make him complete in his actions related to visible feelings, 


Second, To make him complete in his actions related to his inner feelings and powers.





2.  The first is obviated with the first law which is the law of justice. In which sensible laws are written for sensible acts like the commandment to kill the killer, seek compensation including penalty as punishment for the thief, and beating the unjust. (Everything else concerning these actions is to reach these goals spiritually as the righteous Moses and Eliah did). The second is obviated by the other law which is the law of righteousness in which commandments for the mind (actions) are intended for the inner man which the person has to discipline himself to follow and to do it between himself and his creator (self control) like the commandments against anger, lust of the eyes, love of the enemy, forgiveness of those who trespass, warning against excess eating, getting drunk and advising humility towards all people. These are the rules which man has to abide by his own will if he wants to reach perfection. They are not what the rulers legislate for people by force. The latter does not make the first ones invalid, because the Lord said: I did not come to destroy the commandments but to complete them.” So He did not abolish the laws of the rulers (judges), this is stated in the eighth chapter of the Desolia (Teachings of the Apostles), “Forgive the sins of your brethren quickly, we do not say that to the rulers (judges)”





3.  In this book we tried to show the rules for the judges to follow as in other books as well which are according to what was stated in the torah (Old Testament).  When we explained, we tried to give all the legislation (known to us) from the point of view of what the rulers should do concerning  the visible things.  We also documented what one should do regarding things of the  behavior?  each in its chapter.  In this chapter  things that are not mentioned in the other chapters.





4.  Here we like to say when the latter laws (the laws of perfection) came, the previous laws did not all stay and did not all cease.





	1- A group of old laws remained because it was good for all times and no virtue exists that is higher than it, like the commandment to worship the creator without the creation and the commandments against killing and fornication.





	2- Another group became obsolete because (new) knowledge made it not needed anymore like the laws against eating pork because the purpose of it was to keep the Israelites away from the gentiles who kept swine, so that they do not pick their religions (idol worship)and  bad habits. So, when the faith was opened to all nations, except for those few who refused the will of god and rejected the faith,  there was no need to separate one nation from another and the reason for the foreboding and forbidding were no longer valid.





	3- Another group was made perfect (complete) some by increase and some by decrease. Like when it said not only to have mercy on the good but also on the sinners, and when it asked to do good on the Sabbath after it was commanded not to do any work on the Sabbath.





	4-  Another group was for the flesh and was transformed to be for the spirit; like substituting for the cleansing of the body with water and blood the cleansing of the spirit with repentance and its required deeds. Also, the promise of inheriting the land and its fruits was replaced with the promise of the kingdom of God and the eternal paradise of delight.





5.  So in this book (chapter) we do not mention all the commandments of the first book (Old Testament) but only the following from the second book (Exodus) of Torah:


	I am the Lord your God , have no God other than me.


	Do Not make for yourself an idol or a statue of any of the things up in heaven or down on earth and do not bow in worship to it because I am the Lord your God.


	Do Not  swear by the name of the Lord falsely because the Lord does not justify those who swore by His name falsely.


	Honor your father and your mother so you have blessings and your live longer.


	Do not kill.


	Do not commit adultery.


	Do not steal.


	Do not give false witness against your companion.


	Do not desire the house of your companions (neighbor), neither his wife, nor his slave, nor his maiden slave, nor his domestic animals, nor anything that belongs to your relative.





6.  These are rules you make for them: if one owned a Hebrew slave he shall use him for six years and in the seventh he shall set him free without paying a price. If his wife entered with him, she leaves with him. But if his master gave him a woman as wife and she gave birth to sons and daughters, she and the off-spring remain with her master and he leaves alone. But if he said I loved my master and my wife and my children, he remains a slave forever. And if he (the slave) sold his daughter as a slave, she does not depart his house as the slaves depart and is not sold to foreign nation.





7.  If two have enmity and one beat the other without being dead but only sick, if he gets up and walks on his cane he is not held guilty for beating him but has to pay for his unemployment and his medication.





8.  If one hits a male or female slave which causes the slave to loose his eye, he should set him free as compensation for his eye.





9.  If a bull attacks a man and kills him as a result, the bull is stoned and his meat is not eaten. The owner if blameless.  But if the bull was known to attack before and his owner did not keep him under control, both the bull and its owner are stoned and killed.  But if they choose to ask for a compensation instead he has to pay for (saving) his life what is being asked. If the bull kills a male or female slave, its owner has to pay the master the price of the slave and the bull is stoned.





10.  If one digs a hole or own a well and does not cover it, and if a bull or a donkey falls in it and dies. He owes the owner of the animal its price and the dead animal is his.





11.  If a bull of one attacks the bull of another and kills it; the live bull is sold and its price is split evenly between the two owners. They both also share the price of the dead. But if the bull was known to attack before and was not restrained by its owner, the owner of the attacking bull pays the other the price of the dead animal and he keeps the dead animal.





12.  If one borrows a work animal from another and it gets hurt or dies in the absence of its owner, he owes the owner the price of the animal. But if the owner was present, the other does not owe him anything. But if it was rented, it is covered by the rent.





13.  If a man deceives a virgin and sleeps with her, he owes dowry and marriage. But if her father refuses to let him marry her, he owes dowry of a virgin.





14.  Do not criticize your ruler (judge) and do not say evil against the leader of you people.





15.  Do not delay bringing to the Lord offerings from the first grain and first vines and the first born of your off-spring. Do likewise with the first born of your sheep, cows, donkeys. They shall be kept with the mother seven days and on the eight’s bring it to me.





16.  If you find a lost bull or donkey that belongs to your  enemy return it back to him.





17.  If you saw the donkey of your enemy falling down under its heavy load, help him in getting it back up and do not share in the killing of the innocent.





18.  Do not justify the unjust and do not accept bribe because bribe blinds and falsifies what is just.





19.  From the third book, if one sins unintentionally in one of the things related to the holies of the Lord shall offer sacrifice and what he sinned against of the holies and five times is added and offered to the priest and he shall as forgiveness for him through the sacrifice and is forgiven.





20.  If one sinned by doing one of the things the Lord forbade without knowing he shall offer sacrifice.





21.  If one cheated his friend in a deposit or transaction or took something by force or  took something that was lost knowingly and swore that he did no such thing he sinned. If he sinned, he has to return the item or compensate the unfair dealing and five times as much is added on the day of his repentance and confession of his sin and to offer sacrifice.





22. Anyone from the people of Israel or the strangers who live among you eats things in its blood, he arouses my anger and should be cutoff from the people.





23.  No one shall see the vulva of his relative (sleep with/marry): mother, father’s wife, sister, sister’s daughter, son’s daughter, daughter’s daughter, daughter of father’s wife, father’s sister, mother’s sister, wife of father’s brother, wife of your son, wife of your brother, a woman and her daughter, woman and her son’s or daughter’s daughter, a woman and her sister while the first is alive, a woman in her minstural period. Do not defile yourself with your friends wife. And males shall not sleep with other males as substitute for woman. And a man or woman shall not be defiled by sleeping with animals.





24.  Do not harvest everything to the last grain and do not go back and collect what was dropped, the same for your grape vines.  But leave that for the poor and strangers so the Lord your God may compensate you with his goodness.





25.  Do not delay paying the wages of your workers to the following day.





26.  Do not swear at a dumb (unable to speak or hear) and do not put an object in front of a blind person that he might stumble over it. Do not read fortunes, do not shave the corners of your head, and do not spoil the honor (fornicate with relatives) of your rulers.





27.  Do not scratch (cut) your face or body (sign of mourning) for your dead. And do not use a needle to make markings (tattoos) on you bodies.





28.  Do not cause your daughters to become adulterous.





29.  Do not flee to the sorceress and fortune tellers because (only) God your Lord is the one who know the future.





30.  Respect those who are older than you.





31.  Do not harm those who live among you, treat them as one of you.





32.  Do not cheat in ruling, surveying (measuring distance) , weighing, measuring (by volume) but use proper and just weights, rulers, and measures (for volume) because the Lord your God is just.





33.  One who throws seed in a stranger (sleeps with a strange woman) shall be stoned to death. And if you ignore that the Lord will destroy you and the man and woman who committed this sin shall be killed. Also anyone who is defiled with an animal both the person and the animal shall be stoned to death. And any one who sleeps with a woman in her issue of blood (menstrual period) shall be killed.





34.  The fortune teller and sorcerer be stoned to death.





35.  A priest shall not marry neither a sinner nor a divorced woman.





36.  The daughter of a leader (‘Imaam’) who commits adultery shames her father, shall be burned with fire.





37.  The head priest shall not pull his hair or tear his cloth for the death of anyone.  He shall only marry a virgin from his relations (meaning his people not a stranger). A widow, a divorced, or a adulterous he shall not marry.





38.  One who approaches the holies (church mysteries) and is not clean shall be cut off.





39.  Every stranger shall not eat from the holies even if he is residing in the house of the priest. Even those who serve him and eat from his own food.


 


40.  If the daughter of the priest marries a stranger, she does not eat from the holies (offerings) anymore.





41.  A deformed or not whole is not to be offered as sacrifice because it will not be accepted (by God).





42.  The tenth (number ten) of your sheep and cows is holy to the Lord.





43.   From the fourth chapter, the Lord spoke to Moses saying: “I am the Lord your God, tell the priests  to call the people and tell them that the Lord will bless you, keep you, and shine his face upon you, have mercy upon you , and comes for his purpose to you, and give you peace and you shall call my name on Israel and I bless them”


--------------------------


44.  From the Fifth Book (of the Old Testament), Do not deviate right or left from the orders of the rulers, and do not judge a person in any situation related to transgression or criminal action based on one witness but listen to the testimony of two or three witnesses.  And if one makes a false witness against another, the rulers should be extremely careful in dealing with the false witness and do to him what he intended to do to the other. 





45.  Return what your neighbor looses to him. And if you do not know the owner keep it in your place, animal or cloths, .. etc until the (true) owner asks for it (with proof of ownership) and do not delay in doing that.





46.   Women should not carry the tools men use, and they should not dress like men because this is an abomination.





47.   Make a guard (fence) around the roof of your house and do not leave a place where one can fall.





48.  If one was found (to be guilty) of stealing  one of the brethren and uses him as a slave or sells him a slave, the thief shall be killed.





49.  If there was a an enmity between two parties, they shall present themselves to thos who are empowered to rule. The rulers shall justify the innocent and punish the guilty. And if the guilty is found to be desrving of being beaten,  they shall order him whipped a number of times proportional to the crime not to exceed forty.





50.  Do not mask the mouth of a bull working the field.





51.  (The second) concerns higher (spiritual) height. For example it gives anyone who chooses to be complete to select celibacy over marriage. Also, for some to give up all posessions and to leave the world and follow Christ as mentioned in the Chapter concerning monks.  Also what was commanded and made known concerning controling anger, desire, and doing good unto those who do good and those who do evil to us, and leaving the hypocricy in worhip which includes prayer, fasting and giving, and seeking the kingdom of God and nothing else and teaching people virtue and acting on it and enduring the difficulties of the narrow pass which leads to the kingdom of God and to seek martyrdom and not to depart the just faith as mentioned in the chapter concerning the martyrs.





52.  From what was mentioned in the Gospel according to St. Matthew Chapter “And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”  (Matt 5;1-22)


--------------------


53.  You heard what was said to those before: “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?  And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than other ? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” (Matt 5:21-48)


 


54. Mark (4:18-19, 21) “And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. .. For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad.”





55. Luke (6:24-27): “But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation. Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets. But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.”





56. Luke (10:20): “Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”





57. Luke (14:10-11): “But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”





58. John (3:5-7): “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”





59. Romans (12:14-15): “Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.”





60. I Corinthians (8:10-11): “For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?”


 


61. Revelation (21:8): “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.





62. I Corinthians (13:1-13): “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”





63. “Be like children in evil and like perfect men in your thughts!”


[This is a quote from the New Testament. I could not think of the the exact verse. Please help!]





64. II Corinthians (5:10) “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”





65. II Corinthians (4:7-18): “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”





66.  Galatians (^:6-10): ”Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all me , especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”


 


67. Ephesians (3:1-3, 4:1-7) : “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,....I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”


 


68. Ephesians (4:26-32): “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.”





69. Philippians 2:2-4): “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”


 


70. James (4:17): “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]











