Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 49


Concerning Punishment or Adultery, Physical and Spiritual


(Preliminary Translation)





1.  First, Those who mix the blood (meaning commit adultery) with parents or children or brothers with sisters should be punished by the sword.  But those who commit adultery with other relations like father in law, mother in law, step daughter, sister in law, aunts, two sisters, or a woman and her daughter shall have there noses cut off both male and female.





2.  Those who marry collectively, like a father and a son marrying a woman and her daughter, a nephew marring his uncles wife, two brothers marrying a woman and her daughter, or son of a sister marrying his mother’s sister, or son of sister marrying the wife of his mother’s brother are all to be separated (illegal marriage) and all beaten up.





3.  Second, Those who spoil (commit adultery) with nuns, deaconesses, or soul travelers (‘saehaat’) there noses shall be cut off.





4.  One who commits adultery with his eshpeen (one who adopted him spiritually in baptism) there noses shall be cut off and the one she was married to receives the same punishment.





5.  Third, If one forcefully commits adultery (rapes) a woman slave, his nose shall be cut off and she receives 1/3 of what he owns.





6.  If the slave he raped was less than 13 years of age, his nose is cut off and she receives 1/2 of what he owns.





7.  If one commits adultery with the fiancée of another by her choice, his nose is cut off. but if he  But if he does it by force she receives 1/3 of what he owns in addition to the previous punishment.





8.  Fourth, If one kidnaps a woman citizen or not citizen, free or slave, widow or not, from rich family or not, and if he uses weapons to commit his crime, he is punished by the sword and those who help him are to be beaten, their heads shaven, and their noses cut-off. But if they did not use weapons, the one who committed the kidnapping shall be punished by the cutting of of his hand and those who helped him punished by beating, shaving of their heads and exile. If a slave did kidnap or help in the kidnapping of his mistress (wife of his master), he is to be burned (to death).





9.  Fifth, If one mixes (commits adultery) with a slave woman with her choice but without the knowledge of her parents and if he chooses he can marry her if the parents approve of the wedding. But if they refuse and he is well to do, he should pay her a pound of gold. If he is not capable, he pays 1/2 pound of gold. But if he is completely poor, he shall be beaten up, his head shaven, and he is to be exiled.





10.  Sixth, concerning one who commits adultery with male or female slave, A married woman committing adultery with her slave shall be beaten, her head shaven, her nose cut off, and she is exiled and looses all her privileges. The slave shall be punished (killed) by the sword.





11.  If a woman without a husband commits adultery with a slave and she was childless, she is beaten and her head shaven. The slave also is beaten and his head shaven and turned to the authority to be sold. If she had children, all her wealth is taken out of her hands for the benefit of the children. Also the proceeds of the sale of the slave goes to the children and is kept out of her hands.





12.  One who is married and sleeps with his female slave shall be punished by beating and the chief (authority) shall take the female slave away, sell her and deposit the money in the public treasury.





13.  One who commits adultery with a slave that is not his, has to pay her mistress 36 Dinaries if he is well to do. But if he is not capable, he should be punished by beating and pay what he can of the 36 Dinaries. 





14.  Seventh, Adultery in General, Those who commit adultery are beaten, their heads shaven, and their noses cut off.  Those who aid them are to be punished by beating, their heads are shaven, and they are exiled permanently (with no return).





15.  One who is married who commits adultery is whipped twelve lashes, if he was unmarried, six lashes to make them repent.





16.  The crime of adultery disappears (is erased from the records) after five years if they mix with good company (show good behavior).





17.  If one dares to have two wives outside the commandments, it is fair that he is to be punished as adulterer. If the second wife was not aware of the first marriage she is given forgiveness.





18.  If  a woman became pregnant and conspired to abort what is in her Tommy (womb) she is to be beaten and exiled.





19.  Eighth, concerning homosexual acts, the one who commits it and the one to whom it is done are both to be punished (killed) by the sword. But if the victim is less than twelve years old, he is saved from death.





20.  Those who do intercourse with animals their malehood is cut off.





21.  If one new that he is wife is an adulterous and he forgave her, he is beaten and exiled. The adulterers are to have their noses cut off.


--------------------------------


Part Two: Concerning Spiritual Punishment, Six Parts:





22.  First Concerning Priests, If a bishop is found in a situation of committing sin (of adultery) he is to loose his priestly rank and never return to it.  If he repents he is not to be prevented from mixing with the congregation and receiving communion because in his sin he is not like the laymen.





23.  If a priest sins (commits adultery) and it was not common for him to do so, if he was not married, he is to repent for a whole year and to give exceedingly to the poor and after the year he can return to his service and he has to be extremely careful . If he returns to his sin, he is to be prevented from returning back to the service but not to be prevented from mixing with the congregation. If he was married the punishment should be doubled.





24.  The deacon’s punishment is like that of the priest, if he repeats he is to be prevented for one year, but if he repeats a third time he is to loose his priestly (deaconea) rank if he was single. If he was married his punishment is three years after which he returns to his service.  If he repeats he looses his service completely.





25.  In conclusion, the bishop looses his priestly rank but not to be separated from the congregation. The unmarried priest repents and returns, the married priest repents but does not return, the unmarried deacon repent and returns twice, the married once. All are not separated from the congregation or from taking communion.





26.  The rest of the priests and monks if they commit sin (of adultery) are to be tried and punished by the ruler (head priest) and he should hand the proper judgment not to be lenient and not to be harsh because harshness could lead to their destruction (not a desired end result).  The ruler who violates these (rules) is to be tried and sanctioned by the synod.





Second the rest of the believers:





27.  If a believer follows an un-believing woman or a female believer follows an un-believing man which leads  to adultery and being led away from the faith, they are to be punished by being separated from the Church for three years standing outside the doors in  rags and ashes. They then are allowed to enter the Church without participating in the kiss of peace or receiving communion for one year. After that, the priest takes oil and water, not like that for baptism, but like that for the unction of the sick and prays on it and anoint them with the oil sprinkles the water on them after they ask the lord’s forgiveness through repentance. After that, if they go back to their sins, they are punished by the synod.





28.  Any layman who sins with a virgin by force (rapes her) is punished by being separated from the Church and not allowed to marry anyone else even if she was comely, not pretty.





29.  One who commits adultery with a married woman, has to endure seven years of punishment.





30.  A married person who commits  adultery is punished by separation for two years. If he sinned before his marriage, his punishment is seven weeks and is taught to behave by marriage! , but if he refuses he is to be cast out until he gets married or stops committing adultery.





31.  If one’s wife committed adultery without his knowledge, she is punished alone, but if he knew and did not want to commit her to punishment, they are both punished 





32.  If he was a priest he is to be cast out of the priesthood and denied communion. If he repents and lets her receive her punishment, he is allowed to receive communion but is not allowed to return to his priesthood because he is  a partner in her sin.





Third: Concerning Adultery With Those Whom You Are Not Permitted to Marry:





33.  One who commits adultery with his step daughter is punished 15 years: six years weeping, four years he hears words of preaching, and five years he spends with the believers.





34.  One who commits adultery with his wife’s sister or a woman who marries two brothers  is punished 12 years.





35.  One (man) who marries two sisters or one (woman) who marries two brothers are to be separated and punished  and to be separated from the Church as long as they are in this condition.





Fourth,





36.  If an adulterous wants to change her ways, she should  change her dress of adultery (manner of dressing) and attend the church for a year standing at the door for a whole year before she can mix with the believers. After that she spends 8 months hearing the word (of God) and leaving after the sermon, and 4 months attending with the female believers after that she can receive communion. If she was not baptized, she is to be taught 40 days then baptized (before receiving communion).





Fifth,





37.  Those who commit homosexuality (‘Loat’) are to be exiled if they live.





38.  Those who fornicate with animals and anyone who commits sin (adultery) before the age of twenty, are punished 15 years. They can participate in congregation prayers and receive communion after the first 5 years of punishment.





39. One who eats ( receives income) from adulterous women should stop or be cast out.


 





[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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