Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 51


Concerning  Hair (Styling), Circumcision, Confession, The Duties Towards Leaders 


not to be Increased or Decreased, and the Advice to Adhere to the Commandments


(Preliminary Translation)





{Note: After Chpater 51, there are two major footnotes: One about why we should adhere to commandments and Church laws. The other is an interview with Pope Kyrillos III (Ibn Luqluque) concerning Church laws. Also I have to go back and translate chapters 1-10. Since I started in Feb ‘96 with chapter 11 (Concerning Prayer) not knowing that God will lead me to translate the whole thing. It is good to go back and learn from those who preceeded us in the Orthodox faith even if we do not agree with everything they practiced and/or taught. Remember that these writing were preceeded with 500 years spiritual drought and terrible undeclared persecution.  Pray for me. Ogaai.(be well)]





Hair (Styling):





1.  It is not proper for men to grow their hair long or to braid their hair, this applies in particular to the priests. Men should have their hair cut.





2.  It is not proper to grow it long because the Apostle Paul in his epistle to the Corinthians said that if men leave their hair to grow long, it is a defiled thing (I Cornish 11:14). Also he said in the epistle to Timothy that women should not adorn themselves with hair braids (I Timothy 3:1). And because of what the Apostle Peter said concerning women not to concern themselves with outer appearance like jewelry and hair braids (I Peter 3:3). And if it was not proper for women, it is more so for men.





3.  The admonition here is included in the admonition against the adornment of the flesh in general. And (Saint) Bassellious used the 27th cannon (referring to the council of Nicea) to admonish men not to allow their hair to grow long at all, adding as the Apostle said.





4. The command to have the hair cut is because the Apostles said in the Descolia: “Don’t leave your hair to grow long, Don’t Service it!, Don’t rub it with ointment, Don’t wear it wet or flattened or braided or hanging. Do not grew long side burns and do not use make up to make you look like women because this will cause them to desire you which will make you guilty of their sins (of desire).





5.  Paul the Apostle had his hair grow long twice according the book of  Acts, but this was because of a promise to God and we know that he was guided by the Holy Spirit and no doubt that his promise which was for a whole year at one time was a virtue for him and his followers (disciples).





6.  The words stated in the cannons of the council of Nicea, twenty following twenty? does not mention growing hair as unacceptable because the Apostle had his hair grown as a promise but it definitely states that one should not take hair from his beard to replace the hair cut from his head and to not use hair to enhance appearance (as make up) and the Council at Gangara did admonish women against shaving their heads and that was for women not men.





Circumcision:





7.  Circumcision is an old commandment from God Al-Mighty intended to distinguish God’s people from other people (gentiles) as a marking relates things to their rightful owners. For this reason, it was not proper to give a child a name until after the circumcision and the proof of that is what St. John said about John the Baptist when they brought the child to be circumcised they called him John (Luke 1:59). When Christianity spread in the entire world , man because he consist of body and soul was given a spiritual identity through baptism which distinguishes the Christian from the others. Also, he is to be given a name (Christian) name during baptism by which he is called as the slave is called to his master. For that same reason the animals were brought to Adam to be given names as a proof that he had right of ownership and authority over them.





8. In the new Testament, circumcision (of the flesh) is a custom/tradition not a commandment because it already has been replace with baptism. In the old testament circumcision had to be performed on the eighth day after birth to be legal, but in the new such is not required.  





9.  In our (tradition) having circumcision or not having it does not make any difference because of the Apostle’ saying: “ One called while circumcised should not desire to be uncircumcised and uncircumcised not to desire to be circumcised because neither benefits you nothing, but keeping the commandments” (I Cornish 7:18-19) also  “being circumcised or not circumcised benefits us nothing, but faith completed with love”  (Gal 5:6). He repeats the same saying in Galatians 6 “ Circumcision or un circumcision benefits man nothing but the new creation” (Gal 6:15). which is baptism.





10.  His saying which appear to be admonition against flesh circumcision were intended not admonish but to teach that it is not important to adhere to the old testament rule concerning flesh circumcision for which reason the old testament commandments were called the circumcision commandments, as the books were called by what they state like Genesis (creation) and Numbers (statistics).. According to this nomenclature following old testaments rules is called circumcision and following new testament rules is un-circumcision. So in the seventh chapter of I Corinthians the Apostle states that if one is called to the faith while circumcised, he does not return to un-circumcision (meaning to follow the old testament commandments even after you became Christian because Christ came to complete and not to destroy).





11.  It is clear from the saying  (above) that he is not talking about flesh circumcision because one can not return the flesh back after it was cut off, when he said he can not return to un-circumcision because it is not possible to become un-circumcised after one is circumcised. This is assured by his saying in the epistle to the Romans: “You who are circumcised by your disobedience to the law made you circumcision un-circumcision.” And if the one who is un-circumcised obeys the law, he makes his un-circumcision to be circumcision. And the flesh un-circumcision for the one who obeys is a proof for him that he is circumcised (spiritually).





12.  Yes, it is unlawful o have (flesh) circumcision after being baptized, and the proof of that is in the closing of the epistle to the Corinthians: “Everyone should stay on the condition in which he was called to the faith” (I Cornish 7:20).





13.  If flesh circumcision was originally illegal, St. Paul would not have done (recommended) it for the Bishop Timothy his disciple as certified in the book of Acts. But if one says that necessity made him circumcise him, the answer is that actions based on commandments are two types:





First, commandments which must be followed and can not be abandoned in all conditions and at all times as the Lord commanded what to do and what not to do. In this category are baptism without which one can not inherit the kingdom of God, belief in the one person of God with three manifestations as the Apostle Paul said: “If we or an angel from heaven preaches to you other than what we preached you in the beginning let them be anathema” (Gal 1:8). 





And commandments not to do certain things is like the commandment not to kill, or commit adultery because he said that those who commit such major transgression shall not inherit the kingdom of God.





Second,  Things that  one is allowed to do or not to do, like extra praying and  fasting,,  circumcision and the proof that it is possible to do them or not do them is in what we stated before and what is customary and ordinary in common every day things.





14.  The other denominations (traditions/nations) have customs some of which is desirable and others are not. Like deep engravings of the face by the Ethiopian and Nobeans, Shaving the beards for the ‘Fringy’ Westerners, and shaving the center of the head for the ‘room’ Greek clergy. If those say that their patriarchs (Church Fathers) allowed them to do these things, we say the Coptic Patriarchs (Church Fathers) gave us the permission to perform circumcision of the flesh.





15.  One would say that the Apostle did (require) flesh circumcision for necessity and benefit. Also, the Copts required it for necessity and benefit. It is necessity because by doing so, our boys are protected from doing it after baptism which is prohibited as stated here and many places other than this book. It is also a benefit because physicians and those philosophers who wrote and classified said that circumcision weakens sexual desire and this by agreement (of many )is desirable.





Confession:





16.  But confession is a spiritual medicine it is relation to the soul is the same as the relation of physical medicine to the body, it can only be performed by a (spiritual) physician good  and experienced otherwise it should be abandoned if the physician is ignorant or evil. Then, when the patient accepts the medicine and uses what is prescribed for him according to prescription time, place, and circumstances he benefits from it otherwise it is no use. This applies to both physical and spiritual medicines.





17.  Because the good and experienced spiritual physicians became scarce and hard to find (the author talking about the conditions in his time, 1200 A.D.), confession became rare among Copts and some of their patriarchs prevented the public from taking part in it because of the absence of three conditions mentioned above without which it can not be completed effectively> Also, because not everyone is in need for physical medicine not everyone is in need of spiritual medicine (This is plain wrong, how about preventive medicine. It was not known at the time!).


(The president, meaning the patriarch can add or delete from practices in their time according to what he sees of benefit in his time.)





18.  Learn that the purpose of the commandments is two folds: (First) Belief in God Al-Mighty (Second) Doing what pleases Him.





19.  (First) Two categories (literal) statement and interpretation. Statement is not be added to or taken from because of the Apostles saying: “If we or an angel from heaven preach to you other than what we preached original let them be anathema.” and interpretation should not introduce contradiction to the literal statement and should not be in contradiction of what was agreed to you by majority (of Church Fathers) or what  is not the opinion of the Saintly Great Scientists of the Church.





20.  (Second) Two categories: (One) what is obvious in the literal statement and the (laws) of the accepted councils concerning fasting, prayer, giving and the likes.  This goes like the first (literal statement) in being accepted and upheld. (Two) What was not clearly stated in the books mentioned and is not obvious in being bound by it and there is no majority agreement about it in which case the (clergy) applies the authority of binding and absolving with the following condition:





First-  The (clergy) must be complete in mind according to its two meanings: innate and acquired.





Second-  His faith is correct (in the orthodox sense) to protect the faith and give interpretation.





Third-  He is knowledgeable of three bases: (First) The (full) contents of the Holy Books, its agreed to interpretations.  (Second) Of what the Saintly Scientists (of the Church) agreed to and disagreed about and the things closer to their agreement. (Third) Knowledge of the measures of the reaction to things kept quiet (not being  discussed or considered) and the things allowed (spoken about) and the interpretations and majority agreement.





Fourth- He is knowledgeable of things which are common and customary.





Fifth-  His reputation is good both in the spiritual and physical sense which makes his flock accept what he says.





Sixth-  He has to consider when he makes statements and interpretations what the flock can bear and what they are in need for  like giving them the benefit of certain science (teachings) which can strengthen their faith and improve their reputation and complete their worship and causes them to be in harmony in their political affairs and to help them improve their civil affairs and help them straighten their worldly and heavenly affairs.





Seventh-  To consult in his binding and absolving decisions righteous learned clergy and laymen both privately and publicly. And after they reach agreement, he prepares a written statement explaining what is stated, the reasons for it, the benefits, and the agreement he reached with learned clergy and laymen concerning it.  And if it was a major issue, he has to gather the bishops, the leaders of the priests, and leaders of the laymen and everyone knowledgeable and righteous of the people and there own hand writings should be included in the written decree and copies are made to read in the Churches public and private (meaning the secluded ones on monasteries and far away places) and in all town and villages.





21. To our Lord glory and thanks many times always and from his mercy we ask help to us succeed in learning and doing accordingly so we can be in his peace here and we inherit the kingdom of heaven. Amen. Amen. Amen.





(The Book Is Completed)





Footnote: Why We Should Adhere to Commandments (Laws):





(Last Footnote) If one disobeys  what we started to say, he is resisting God. He should search the books of God (Holy Books) and contemplate what the Church has inside it and he will understand that all these things are ordained. The Lord said in the Gospel: “If one is of God, he listens to the words of God.” He also said: “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it in their hearts.” He also said to his disciples: “If one accepts from you, he accepts from me and who disobeys you disobeys me.”  And the disciples said at the end of the cannons which are 56 in number, These canons we command you we the Apostles if you adhere to them you will reach the shore of safety to the end of ages and if you do not accept and obey it you will be mocked and will be calling upon yourselves wars among yourselves and afterwards you will be receiving the punishment you deserve for your disobedience.  Allah (God) the omnipotent, his son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit the creator of all beings makes you one and only one in peace and prepares for you  every good thing and you shall stand and stay without blemish and without sin and makes you worthy for the places of eternal life for the sake of his beloved Son Jesus Christ, the God of Truth our Savior to him is Glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.





	This is the end of what was written in the book collection of laws but necessity made it essential to add the following chapters to make the book achieve the purpose and bring the full benefit:


[These were most likely added to the book later]





Footnote: (About Confession):





	It came in the fifty fifth chapter of the book (The Origins of Religion and The Sciences of Assurance) written by the reverend elder (‘Sheik”) the leader (‘Raees’) the righteous trusted Christian scientist Mutaman Al-Dawlaah (Trusted by the Nation) Abi-Issac Ibn-Alfadl known as Ibn Al-Assal, he said about confessing transgressions and sins:





	Confessing according to the language means statement of what a person said and did I the past and present according to the civil laws it can be confession of transgressions, sins, bad deeds, buffiness, disobedience’s, bad desires, unintended and unconscious bad deeds and the intended ones cause by bad thoughts, false hopes and words and deeds which are against the Church and the faith. And it is considered according to the following original thoughts:





(First Original Thought) Can not be more than three categories: (First) Confession from the created (being) to the creator in privacy admitting to the Al-Mighty the secret and the known publicly, what goes through the mind and in the conscious and what one did in his youth and old age desiring to stop all these things and promising the Al-Mighty to not return to any of it even if one is pressured to do so and offering repentance through prayers, fasting, giving, and performing what our religion commands us to do even the ones that exhaust the body and the fortunes> At this point God accepts the repentance in the future and forgives him and accepts him. This is what most Copts do.


[Speaking about the time of the original writings. Not necessarily the practice today!]





(Second) A persons confession to all those whom he offended or transgressed against asking them to forgive him and when the offended one(s) forgive him, God forgives him on the condition that he does not go back and transgress against that person or any other in secret or in public. This is don by the Coptic public because of the Lord’s saying: “If you are about to make your offerings and remembered that you owe someone, leave the offerings on the altar and go make peace with the other and then....”  (Third) Confession to the priest entrusted  with hearing confession. In this case also, he has to tell him everything and not hide anything in word, thoughts, or deeds.  If he hide anything he is destroyed by it because the priest will prescribe spiritual medicine for what he hears and the others will gain strength against the person and bring upon him destruction.  And if he confesses everything to the priest, he will be able to prescribe the spiritual medicine which includes prayers, fasting, giving, and offerings required to receive the forgiveness from God for all his sins and be in good health and to maintain good health.  This is the opinion of majority of the Coptic public for many reason that follows.





(Second Original Thought): The legal oral statements mentioned concerning confession (First) The Gospel statement that: “They came from Jerusalem and all of Judea and the region surrounding the Jordan river to be baptized (with water) confessing their sins.” (Matt 3:6)- (Second) the saying of St. Jacob (James) the Apostle mentioned in the Catholic epistles: “Confess to each other your sins, and pray for each other to be healed.” (James 5:6).- Also the saying “If we say that we are without sin we are deceiving ourselves and we do not have the truth in us. But if we confess our sins is trust worthy and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from our transgressions.” (I John 1: 8,9).- (Third) The saying of (St.) Luke in epraksees (book of Acts): “Many of those who became believers came and confessed their sins and were baptized...” (Acts 19:18)- (Fourth) The saying of the prophet (and king) David: “Confess unto the Lord because he is righteous and his mercy is forever.” (Psalms 118:1) - Also his saying: “I confess to the Lord my transgression and worry about my sin” (Psalms 32:5)- (Fifth) From the righteous Job chapter 13, second saying to elia-ho about man: “if he looks around and returns back and repent to the Lord and tells his transgression to another man and admits his bad deeds and ignorance. If he admits he does not fall and is saved and does not fall the fall of death and his flesh is renewed like the wall which was renovated and his bones are filled with morrow and fat and he builds his flesh like a boy and is reconciled with people and he prays to the Lord and his prayer is acceptable and he enters with a simple righteous face without darkness and he rewards others justly.” (Job 33???:15-26).- Also in his answer to bel-daad: “what did I hide when I sinned unwillingly. I did not hide my transgression, or  judgment, and I did not feel embarrassment in the middle of many people to admit my vices.” (Job 31:33).





(Third Original Thought):  Is that, a Copt who does not come to the priest for confession could be because of thinking that the priest does not have the conditions considered necessary for qualification.  If he (the priest) lacks them visibly by their observing in eye and mind and by telling of those who saw and heard it in every time and place by bad actions and corrupt behavior which is non bearable, confession becomes even more of spiritual medicine for difficult spiritual illness especially when the one who prescribes it is a lost one (himself). And I saw some who are outside our fold and who resist our ways are mocking us for doing it which made some of the Copts to leave the practice of confessing to the priest and instead they started to confess to God secretly between them and the Al-Mighty and they substitute for it prayers, fasting, and giving. And if one of them transgress against another, he goes to him and asks for his forgiveness. He does not leave him until the Lord has planted in their hearts love for each other.





(Fourth Original Thought):  The qualifications of the priest to be able to receive confession: -(first) He has to be a priest (canonical).- (Second) He has a permission form his patriarch or bishop to receive confession after he has proof that the priest is capable of performing this duty: (1) His Faith Is in Truth. (2) His deeds, devoutness, and behavior are according to the true faith. (4) Keeps the secret and everything the confessor tells him he does not tell and does not dwell on or think about . And if he tells any of these things to his wife or child, or friend, or acquaintance the bishop has to take away his rank of priesthood and for that reason confession is a grave responsibility for both the bishop and the priest and for that reason they both have to bury the secret in their heart no matter what even if his life is threatened. Because it is better for him to loose his bodily life than to loose both body and soul in the fire of Hades. (5) He has to have the energy  and strength for prayer and fasting on behalf of those who confide in him with their confession in addition to the customary prayers and fasting and he has to ask forgiveness for them night and day and in every liturgy and during every ‘qurbaan’ (offering) asking for them with weeping and bitter tears and repeated intercessions and repeated fasting. And if the priest is rich and the confessor is poor, the priest has to give for him alms according to his ability and to do all this in addition to his customary worship. (6) he must have the experience gained over time in all kinds of incidents, accidents, disturbances, and new unexpected events. (7) He has to have the ability to observe quickly and correctly the condition of the confessor from his movements, the slips of the tongue, changes, changes in his conditions, from which signs he can read him lying or telling the truth in what manners of spiritual illnesses he is suffering from because some are driven by modesty to hide their spiritual illnesses from their priests especially the repulsive ones. Some also are afraid of the difficulty of telling repulsive things and are afraid of the bitterness of the medicine and also are afraid that their priest might tell it to others or write about it and for this reason they substitute for confession their asking God’s forgiveness and they do no mention these many spiritual illnesses and ignore them. (8) The priest has to be very proficient in the medicine of the soul and the maintenance of its health and treating the ill ones according to the condition, mood, condition, timing, and ability of the patient keeping in mind the habits and manners and changes that affect those individuals and the abilities of their souls and bodies and he has to counteract each illness with its counter (proper) medication as the physicians of the flesh do and does not prescribe for a medicine that could not help him. (9) To treat his patients free of charge and do no accept a gift as long as he confesses through him. (10) He should not use favoritism in his favor, not be bashful with him, faces him with the truth, admonish him, preach to him and chastise him as he can endure.





(Fifth Original Thought):  The Conditions Expected in the Confessor: (First) He has to be mature of full age and is to choose the best of doctors (priests) that satisfies the conditions above.- (Second)  To be honest in what he says to his physician and not hide anything big or small, great or
