Awlaad Al-Assal


 (Second Footnote: Questions & Answers Ibn Luqluque)


 (Preliminary Translation)





	These are question and answers reported by the monk-priest Peter the son of Michael the priest at the Church of bo-shenouda (St. Shenouda) in the port of Alexandria during the fast (meaning Lent season) of Nine Hundred and Fifty Seven (957 Martyrs). The writer said: When I took the wood? to the Church Aflakah in the Bohira (lake) region as was mentioned by ibn-doqmaque (In the region of Bohira). He said in the original it was (written) as follows:





In the Name of Allah (God) The Creator (“khaleque’), The Living (‘Haay’), The Speaking(“Natique’) 





A copy from the original by the hands of the father Anba Christozolos Metropolitan of the port of Dumiaat, the bride of the see. In which he asked questions to the father, the chief (“raees’) the patriarch Anba Kyrillos to answer the question because of the need to know these answers in the present time (meaning answers appropriate for their time and situation?). This was in Baoni in the year 956 Martyrs (In the year that followed, this  book, Al-Safawy Collection was published). He answered each question and we recorded answers for each question in a column facing the question by his own hand writing and his signature. And he said that his poor self exchanged copies with him (meaning with the patriarch).


[Note: We are unable to format text as two columns because of Internet  limitations using E-MAIL. In the revised version, God willing, we will follow the format used in the Arabic text.]





After ‘Basmalah’ Reciting In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen:





Introduction: Some of the disciples the bishops kiss the ground of the ‘quellaiah’ private residence of the master, the father, the patriarch Kyrillos (pronounced: patriarchiah kyr-ollossiah), the Lord may elevate him more. Came to ask question looking for answers which one can depend 





Facing Column: Marking by the patriarch, insignia of the patriarch. Glory to God forever. Amen. Answers from the always inhabited residence of the patriarch.





Q: If two are feuding, and one is due to swear in the name of Allah, His Name Is Praised, and the other comes up with a opposite proof after the first swore, is the proof accepted after the first swore. And if the proof was before swearing with only one witness, is it accepted?





A:  One should examine the proof  before any swears to his version of the truth, because after swearing no proof shall be accepted. And if there was only one witness, the witness swears together with the claimant.





Q:  If one is due to give oath, who is the one to give the proper wording of the oath to him. Is it the bishop, or priest, or deacon, or the person himself, or his enemy, or someone else?





A:  He swears by the permission of the ruler, bishop or priest. The ruler selects the one, other than his enemy,  who gives him the proper words of oath to say.





 Q:  If one makes a multiple points claim against another concerning an inheritance or something else. Can he give one oath for all his claims or separate oaths.





A: The plaintiff gives one oath.





Q:  If a man was judged in a civil case and he did not fulfill the judgment and the bishop prevented him until he fulfills the judgment and he did not follow through, not only that but he insulted the claimant. Does that give the claimant the right to go to the authority/ruler to ask for what he is owed and for punitive damage?





A: If a feuding person disobeys the orders of the bishop and does not listen to his advise (concerning a judgment) he should be turned over to the ruler/authority and with a strong hand he what he owes is extracted forcefully.





Q:  What obligates one who speaks evil against his bishop and causes him ill repute in the presence of believers or unbelievers?





A:  To speak evil against the bishop is not permitted and the bishop has the right to complain to the patriarch  and the patriarch shall prevent the person (punish him) according to the magnitude of his crime.





Q:  If two appear in front of the ruler (bishop/priest) for trial is it allowed for anyone to interrupt the trial or the ruler and to answer for what he was not asked or to argue in favor of one of the disputing parties and to increase the magnitude of the problem?





A:  It is not permissible for anyone to interrupt the rulers while he is ruling (trial in progress) and no one is allowed to side with one side, so if one makes noises he should be prevented. And if he was a laymen, he should be denied qurbaan (communion).





Q:  If in a large town, there
