Awlaad Al-Assal Chapter 51


Fourth Footnote: The Laws of the Patriarch 


Ava Kyrillos Known  as Ibn Luquluque


(Preliminary Translation)





In the Old Manuscript it was found and had in the beginning the following letters (heading):


Glory be to God Always (and) Forever.


“bi vov fa evnouti beh” (transliteration of the Coptic heading)


(The situation is based on what this paper contains)





(to complete what was said previously about rituals)





	One who is prevented should not be released (by other than the one who ruled against him). Anyone who does change the situation without the permission of the one who ruled is prevented with him (they both are). Also, no one of the clergy is to bring forward (allow to have communion) one who is prevented without his being absolved by the one who prevented him and the one who does that is prevented also (both of them). And the priests every morning have to come to the ‘qualliah’ residence of the bishop before holding prayers and from it they are sent to their works. And anyone who does not follow these rules are prevented. Written on the 24th of Baramoudah, 956 of the Calendar of the holy Martyrs.


[For our times, this means that the priest has to be in full regular communications with his bishop and in certain episcopate the pope and patriarch if no bishop is appointed for their region]


                                                 vvvvvvvvvvvvvv





	This paper is in the hand writing of sheikh (elder) Al-Safy Abi Al-fadael Ibn Al-Assal and on it the hand writing and insignia of the father the patriarch an indication that it is a trust (copy righted) so no one can violate it, so if they do after we wrote to them and talked to them, nothing we can do and we can  only ask the Lord to straighten their affairs.





	This appeared exactly as stated above in the old (original) manuscript which was hand written and dated  956 M (1240 A.D.) and what follows is the laws as were written:





In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God.





	What is relied on in the matters concerning trusts and alms (giving) and what comes with it from what was stated in laws and what the mind dictates signed by the master the patriarch Anba Kyrillos, the Lord grant him long life and that was in the month of Baramoudah, in the year six and fifty and nine hundred for the holy martyrs.





	Trusts are two categories: (First) For those who are not in need at the time of willing the trust like the off-spring, relatives, and friends. This is a trust the purpose of which is good remembrance of the person by those to whom he willed the trust and the good reward in the world to come. (Second) Trusts for the needy and those are eternal alms by which the giver intends a continuing benefit for the needy here on earth and continuing benefit for himself in the place of eternal life.





	The trust is anything that can bring benefit without touching the “eye” capital amount like real estate, farms, orchards. 





	The one who wills a trust has to be of full age, free (to act), and free to act (not done under pressure of any kind) at the time of writing the will. 





	The ones eligible to benefit from the trust is one that does not boast of being not a follower of the godly commandments neither in his faith like those who worship other than ‘Allah’ God nor in their professions like the highway robbers or those who deal in falsehood nor those who will not benefit from it, but if they return back (to normalcy) they can receive what was willed for them.





	The trustee is the one chosen by the author of the will in his life and recommended after his departure to care for the trust and direct it. If none was named, the receiver himself if he is capable. Otherwise, a trustee is appointed by the bishop and watch over him, because the supervisor of the trustee is the bishop. And if the bishop finds out the trustee is not good he is required to replace him with another who is capable and honest. The trustee should not act alone but consult the bishop and the same for the bishop, he has to consult the trustee in matters related to the trust.





The rest of the conditions as follows:





(First) Should not be used for other than the one(s) to who it is willed until it is exhausted . It is not to be sold and if for any reason parts of a trust are sold the item sold and an item of similar value are asked from the seller as a punishment. If the buyer had knowledge of the trust before buying the item he looses the price he paid as punishment and this is up to the bishop to decide in the fear of the Lord. it is not to be willed to another, given away, or used as security deposit  or as mortgage and its capital funds are not to be used as alms and is not to be rented/leased to one suspected of trying to take over the property or the income thereof.





(Second)  It has to be treated according to conditions that do not violate it is purpose, namely perpetual benefit.





(Third) If a trust was willed for one who was absent and it was proven that he is not to return back or vanished completely (like in death of the beneficiaries) it returns to the Church under the condition that it used for those in absolute need according to need, with the one with the most need or more deserving considered first, so on and so forth.





(Fourth)  Is to be developed according to the instructions given by the author of the will, but if he did not leave instructions, it is to be according to the income from it (to the best of the ability of the executor) if the beneficiary likes it or not.





(Fifth)  If it was proven that the one who gave a trust to help the poor has himself became poor (in need), he has first priority to the income of the trust, but this does not give him the right to claim it back using poverty as an excuse.





(Sixth)  The validity of a trust is based on witness and statement of intent written or not, but it is preferred if the statement and witness are in writing.





	Also, alms in perpetuity like real estate or farms is treated like trusts. The giver can not claim it back except under extreme conditions like punishment of the recipient for life threats. But if the giver is in dire need, he can receive income without claiming the property back.  If the giving was other than real estate or farms, the bishop with the help of the priests manages such donation and he has the authority to rule over all the instruments of the Church and the properties thereof, donations, and other things because this is what the laws stated that if the bishop is trusted from God over the souls, moreover he is trusted over the things that perish. And ruling over a trust does not means using the original capital but using the income from it and the original value of the trust remains unchanged.


----------------------------------------


................. White Area in the Original .............................


Original Footnote: (by the hand writing of the Father the Patriarch Anba Kyrillos, may the Lord grant him long constructive life)





	It is not lawful to sell a trust. If it is necessary to sell a standing wall (meaning a building) the income should be used to renovate a deteriorating a Church. If the service vessels of a Church are to be sold, it has to be for a grave reason and in such a case that the Copts are not able to cover the deficit causing the sale, but even then the walls and buildings are to be protected from sale.  If  a priest is responsible for such sale he is not allowed to manage financial matters until he is able to restore what was sold.





................. White Area in the Original .............................


(It is suspected to be the chapter on Marriage Contracts and Engagement and is lost in the original copy, but the following footnote was intact and states the following):





	(Every marriage contract not witnessed by the priests can not be called marriage contract, but rather a conciliation and is not to be ruled on if double penalty or refund (of dowry) is sought. ...... The least a guardian is required to do is to prepare the minimum furnishings as he can afford and if possible to pay the dowry he is able to provide. But if he is capable (financially) he can provide more if he chooses to, otherwise he does not have to ...) End of footnote.





................. White Area in the Original .............................





	If one of them regrets the (marriage) contract, he can annul it after they reach the legal age and this is without penalty to either side if done before the legal age, but if one of the parties seeks to do it after the legal age that party is penalized.  Legal age for males is 14 years! and for females 12 years, not before the legal age can they be married.  If a woman was forced (raped) her fiancé still has the first right to marriage if he accepts her (after the incident) otherwise the one who forced her is required marry her if he was not married already and is accepted by he family. If he refuses to marry her or if her family refuses to accept him, he has to pay the value of a dowry as penalty.





(3) The Relation with Guardians:





	It is not lawful for a parent to force his off-spring or his grandchildren to marry. If the off-spring chooses celibacy he is not to be prevented, but if the off-spring is of ill repute, he can be denied inheritance. If one refuses to permit those under his guardianship to marry can be required by authority to permit the marriage and pay for the furnishings according to his financial ability. Guardianship is the father’s or anyone he chooses in his place. If he does not choose, it goes to the grandparent (father side) then grandfather (mother’s side) then to the oldest of the brothers, then to the uncle, then to the uncle’s son, then the uncle (mother’s side), then the son of the uncle (mother side) and if none of the mentioned was available the ruler (authority) selects a living relative or someone else as guardian. Anyone under age is not allowed o be a guardian, so if the one who is eligible for guardianship was under age at the time of marriage, the ruler appoints another as guardian according to the listed order.  If the guardian disagrees with the female of full age and if she was of the same age and level (knowledge and intellect) the ruler follows her opinion otherwise the ruler shall make the decision. One who is a guardian/trustee for financial matters only is not to be considered guardian of marital affairs. If the father was absent for three years, it is permissible for his children to marry without his permission if they are of legal age, but not before three years of his absence has passed.





Part: concerning Marriage:





	Forbidden marriages are as follows: It is not permissible for one to marry one of his children or their descendants regardless of how many levels of descend. Also not permissible for one to marry a parent, grandparent, brother, sister or any of their off-spring,. Neither is it permissible for one to marry an uncle or aunt (father side) nor uncle or aunt (mother side) but it is permissible to marry one of their off-spring.





	Concerning ‘Eshpeen’ (baptism guardians also referred to as godfather or godmother) it is a condition that male eshpeens do not accept female baptism sons for marriage and male eshpeens do not accept female baptism children in marriage. One can not also marry the Eshpeen off-spring or sisters or brothers because the off-spring are like his own brother or her own sister and the siblings are like uncles or aunts, but can marry the off-spring of those just mentioned. The forbadance is also for the parents and grandparents of eshpeens as well as the eshpeens uncles, aunts (both sides) 





	The children of one can marry from the grandchildren of the Eshpeen and their off-spring. A female person is not permitted to marry a man to whom her (previous) husband was an Eshpeen and a male can not marry the previous wife of his Eshpeen. Concerning nursing, one can not marry a person who was fully nursed by his own mother (as she nursed her own off-spring). same prohibition for the descendants and the parents of the nursing mother.  A man can not marry the (ex) wife of his adopted son and the woman can not marry the (ex) husband of whom she raised up.





	Concerning relatives, one can not marry the daughter of his wife (from another spouse) or the off-spring of her children, neither her sister, neither the off-spring of her sister s or her brothers, nor her aunt, nor the wife of her uncle, nor her aunt (mother side), nor the wife of her uncle (mother side), nor her mother, nor the wife of her father, nor her grandmother, nor the wife of her grandfather. One is not permitted to marry the wife of his father, nor any of her off-spring, nor her sister, nor her mother, nor her grandmother, nor the sister of her mother’s husband, nor the wife of his son, nor her off-spring, nor her sister, nor her mother, nor her grandmother, nor the sister of the husband of his mother, nor the wife of his son, nor her off-spring, nor her mother, nor her grandmother, nor the wife of his brother, nor her off-spring, nor her mother, nor her grandmother, nor the wife of his uncle (father side), nor the wife of his uncle (mother side). Every one he is forbidden to marry he is forbidden to marry her mother in-law. Everyone who is forbidden to marry a woman, he is forbidden to marry her mother in-law. And every one who is forbidden to marry, the wife is forbidden to marry a male of same level of relation (not to repeat all the above).  For the sake of explanation if a man is forbidden to marry the daughter of his (ex)wife, the wife is forbidden to marry the son of her (ex) husband. and his brother, .. etc. And if anyone is found in a forbidden marriage situation, they have to be separated.





	What prevents sexual intercourse (annuls marriage) is things like being eunuchs, absolute madness, leprosy, inability to conceive, impotence, and transvestites and the likes





	A believer is not to marry an unbeliever, or one who is known to be a adulterous, and if he already married three times (fourth marriage). One is not permitted to have two or more wives. And marriage is not permitted if the two are not in agreement to go-ahead with it.





	Undesirable marriage is the marriage inspite of undesirable conditions, under age marriage, and forced marriage. Also, marrying a female past sixty years of age is not desirable. Also, one who has not completed the 10 months of mourning following the death of previous husband. She also looses the right of inheritance of her husband if she does not wait. Also, undesirable for one to marry her guardian or custodian, his off-spring or one of his brothers, except by the knowledge and approval of the ruler (‘raeess’).





	Can not be prevented but undesirable the marriage of a slave to a master, the marriage of one who leaves the vows of celibacy, and the marriage of the wife of a priest (widow) after his death.





	Other marriages are legal on the condition that it is performed publicly by the priest in the Church in the presence of a group (congregation) and they are made closer through the marriage celebration (sacrament).


 ---------------------------------------------------------------------


Part: Concerning What Follows Marriage:





	One who is married for the second time, male or female, must protect what is due to his children from the other parents and separate it from his own money.  If one departs the faith, God forbids, if he wants to keep the marriage or leave, the believer should be agreeable in either case. If the husband is in financial difficulty, the wife has to support him and the children using all the furnishings (as assets to sell or pawn). If he pawns anything that is hers without her permission it is not valid.  If she learned about it and withheld (sexual favors from her husband) to attract the other party the pawning is valid. And it is not proper to deny the spouse sexual intercourse in the times in which it is not forbidden, except for absolute necessity. The times sexual intercourse is forbidden are: days of fasting and especially paschal week, days of her menstrual period, and the forty days following giving birth (‘nephaass’). It is not legal to insulate the sexual organs (condoms) or to ejaculate on the outside so as to prevent conception. Also not legal to use medication to prevent conception. And if one spread the rumor that his wife was not a virgin when he had intercourse with her (the first time) he is to be punished if he was found to be not telling the truth and she remains his wife if he likes it or not. If he was proven to be telling the truth, they are separated (marriage annulled) and he gets the furnishings. If one accuses his wife with adultery by hearing or seeing, the ruler has to give her the test cup! And divorce is forbidden and if one divorces his wife, he is denied (communion) until he takes her back.





6 Part: Concerning What Annuls Marriage:





	Marriage is annulled (no longer valid) if the woman is proven to have committed adultery. By becoming monks (leading celibate life) approved by both sides. If the marriage was one of the previously mentioned forbidden marriages , not including the undesirable category. Also if any of the situations which prevents sexual intercourse, as stated before,  exists.  If a man was married for three years and could not perform what a man is required to do (sexually) the woman and her parents can request annulment as long as it is her choice, and her furnishings go with her. A woman who suffers from many bouts of epilepsy, or developed leprosy and if the condition developed after the marriage the man can leave her if he chooses and she gets to keep the dowry and all the furnishings but if these assets are exhausted she can be in seclusion and he has to pay all her expenses.  If the condition existed before marriage, she gets the dowry and furnishings but if he was not told (was deceived) she gets the furnishings and he keeps her dowry. If it was proven that the woman committed adultery, they are separated (the marriage annulled) and the furnishings and other riches are kept for the children, but if they had no children, the husband takes the furnishings and riches up to the value of the dowry.  If one became a prisoner of war, and was absent for seven years with no information about his being live or dead, the woman is free to marry another. But if it was known that he is alive, she is not allowed to re-marry regardless of he length of his absence, but if the period becomes extremely long, or the man already took another as a wife, or if he did not provide for her , the ruler can decide for the well being of the present person.





7  Part: Concerning the Marriages of Slaves:





	Slaves do not gain freedom by marrying according to the commandments. And for fear that their sale might annul their marriage, it is necessary to have the approval of their masters and their promise in front of the priests that they will not sell a slave or his off-spring because of marriage. The rules concerning inheritance of the married slaves is the same as that for the rest of the slaves, except for the one exception that they are not to be sold or bought because of marriage.








Part:





	Having concubines (kept women) is forbidden because it is a public act of adultery. Every one who has a kept woman who is not a slave, he has to marry her if he was not married. If she was a slave, he has to give her her freedom and marry her (if he was not marry) although it is undesirable!





Part: Concerning Wills: What the Mind and Passed Knowledge Dictates:





	A will is a desirable thing to have and should be authored in the presence of acceptable witnesses.  It is voided if the author recants in the presence of credible witnesses or by actions which make it meaningless like selling off the assets which are the subject of the will, freeing the assets, or allowing him/her to marry, or by making an asset part of another (not subject to the authored will). Also it is voided if the author was forced to make the will or if the recipient refuses to accept its articles in the life of the author of the will or after his death.  Also it is voided if the assets in the will are less than what the author owes at the time of his death. It is voided if the recipient acts to cause bodily harm or ultimately to cause the death of the giver, except for acts that were approved by the author of the will. It is also void if the beneficiary dies before the benefactor in which case what was designated to that person reverts back to the author, everything else remains as stated in the will.





	The author of a will should appoint an executor if the beneficiaries are under the legal age. The executor should be one of the believers, his name should be mentioned in the will. The will of one under restrictions is not enforceable even after his death occurs after he was free from restrictions unless if he did renew it when he became free to act.  Examples of restricted individuals are: the crazed, being under age, slavery, immaturity, and one who wills the same thing to one place and then the same thing to another  place.  It is legal to will for one what exceeds what he is legally entitled to as inheritance. If one receives the news of he death of a child and he wills his inheritance and the child was alive, the child is entitled to his inheritance inspite of the will.  A will for a pregnant does not include the unborn if the unborn was not mentioned explicitly. Also the will for the unborn is enforced if it was live born and was born within the normal period of carriage.  And if the beneficiary dies after the death of the benefactor, his share goes to those who legally inherit him. The object of the will is not proper unless the author of the will owns it free of restrictions and does not exceed half and one quarter? of the estate (meaning one can not will his entire estate) and one who has a child born after the authoring of the will, the child has inheritance rights (although he was not in the will). If one is the beneficiary of an item, he is entitled to profit or loss from the time the benefactor dies because this is the time at which his ownership begins.  It is proper to will a female slave without her unborn or with her unborn, and if the will was authored while she was pregnant without mention, the unborn is considered part of the will.





	The conditions required in the custodian are: honest, competence in managing the affairs of the estate. If the author did not appoint an executor, the ruler appoints one if the beneficiaries are under the legal age. If the custodians makes decisions which are not beneficial to the beneficiary or for reasons not necessary the ruler can remove him and appoint another. It is legal for one to appoint his slave as custodian. And if none is appointed one of the relatives becomes custodian according to the degree of relation rules. The custodians has to write (record) the expenses with witness and give them what they need according to their conditions and save the rest for their benefit after they reach the legal age. The mother is not to rule the financial affairs of under age children unless under the condition of staying un-married so she can pass the inheritance to them and to their off-spring after them.


----------------------------------------


Chapter: Inheritance:





	Consists of eight chapters, most of it what Anba Kouzman, one of the patriarchs of Alexandria, wrote and he said at the end that it is what the Fathers of the commandments stated and the rest is what the mind (logic) and customs dictate.





Part:  What Is to do ahead of Inheritance:





	First, they start with the cost of  burial cloth, cost of burial and funeral then what the dead person owed.  If the estate is not responsible for debts and if the heirs do not have objection, the estate is not required to pay debts, but if the heirs accept to pay the debts they have to do that in writing and pay everyone what the estate owes him according to the available funds.  If one owed comes forward after the debts are settled and the inheritances are paid, they have to take the debt to the original value of the estate, and figure out what it is owed (according to what was followed with other debtors) after verifying that there is valid proof of the (late) claim.  After that (paying debts) is the popular ‘ Qurabeen’ offerings and the godly promises and the commandments requirements up to half and quarter of the estate. And if some of the estate is missing, the present and missing parts are divided among the heirs each according to his portion according to the laws. If the will did not include alms, it is still desirable to set aside a portion for alms with the approval of heirs and those who are beneficiaries of a will. The relatives of the person who died should not ask for anything concerning estate for three days after the death.





Part:





The wife (widow) receives a portion equal to that received by the other heirs if they are his off-spring (children) regardless of their number. But if the heirs are relatives other than children, she receives half the estate and all of them together one half. But if he has no natural relatives close or far, she inherits everything.  The same applies if the wife is the deceased, the same rules above apply to the husband. and all of that was mentioned in the chapter on marriage.





Part: Levels (Classes) of Relation:





(First Class):  off-spring males or females alike, married or single they all inherit equally their father or their mother. If one of them died before his parent’s death and had off-spring, his children inherit with their uncles and aunts what their grandparent would have left for their father if he was alive. After the class of children is the class of children children (grandchildren) as far down as is the case as mentioned in the class of off-spring.





(Second Class):  If there is no off-spring, the estate goes to the parents , father and mother, of the deceased. The father gets two thirds and the mother one third. If any of them is not alive his portion goes to his children, males and females,  in equal amounts.





(Third Class):  If he has no parent alive, the estate goes to his brothers and sisters. Two thirds for the brothers and sisters from father side and one third for the brothers and sisters from mother side. His full brother for example gets one half, brother from father side one third, sister mother side one sixth. If any of the brothers or sisters was deceased his share is divided among his off-spring his children inherit with their uncles and aunts what their grandparent would have left for their father if he was alive. After the class of children is the class of children children (grandchildren) as far down as is the case as mentioned in the class of off-spring





(Fourth Class):  If there is no brothers and sisters or off-spring of such, the estate goes to the grandparents. Two thirds for his grandparents (father side) and one third for his grandparents (mother side).  The estate is divided to nine shares, six shares for the grandparents (father side) and if one of them is deceased the other takes all six shares, and three shares for the grandparents (mother side) using the same rules (If a set of grandparents is deceased their shares goes to their off-spring according to the rules above.)





(Fifth Class):  If none of the grandparents is available (alive) the estate is divided two thirds to uncles and aunts (father side) and one third to uncles and aunts (mother side),  nine share to be divide by the rules mentioned above. Also any deceased person, his portion goes to his off-spring as above mentioned.





(Sixth Class) Parents of grandparents both sides, eight persons total. if the fifth class relatives do not exist. The father side receives two thirds and the mother side one third. Two shares for a father side great grandparent versus one share for a mother side great grandparent. Any deceased person his share goes to his off-spring as explained.





(Seventh Class):  If none of the above exists, the estate goes two thirds for  uncles and aunts (father side) and one third to uncles and aunts (mother side). Anyone not available his share goes to his off-spring as explained.





(Eighth Class):  After the mentioned the inheritance becomes for the great great grandparents, sixteen total, two third for father side and one third for mother side. The share of any deceased goes to his off-spring as explained.





(Ninth Class):  Uncles and aunts (father side) and uncles and aunts (mother side) of the grandparents. two thirds for the ones from father side and one third for those from mother side. Any deceased person his share goes to his off-spring as explained.





	In conclusion, the rules of inheritance stated here are based on looking for the closes class relation and then going for the ones that follows if no one exists in a class of relations and it favors the father side, 2 shares, over mother side, one share. This is because the relation of the father is that of the one that plants the seed and depositor and the mother is that of the vessel and soil. Every class if it exists it inherits by itself without the one above or below it and if there was only one person in the class that inherits he gets all. And regardless of he number of heirs in a relation, father side gets twice the shares of mother side. But males and females in the same class inherit equal amounts because there relation to the deceased is the same. Also full brothers and full sisters are favored over half brothers and half sisters. And every deceased person in a class that inherit is inherited (his share goes to) by his off-spring going down until a class of descendants is found even if it is one person.  One who has no relatives to inherit him, his estate reverts to the treasury of the Church. If the estate includes slaves, they are all set free regardless of their number. And any legitimate child inherits with the other off-spring even if he was born after the will was authored and is not listed in it.





Part: The Inheritance of Bishops and Monks:





	Let what belongs to the Church separate and clearly identified and do the same for what belongs to the bishop personally. This way he can will what he wants to whom he wants to will it to and the rules of inheritance applies to his personal properties. Everything that came to him because of his position as a bishop belongs to the Church and should be retained by the Church after his death. What he brought in when he became a bishop is his own property and is distributed according to the rules of inheritance or based on an authored will.  if he had no estate the Church is responsible for his poor relatives to care for them from what he left for the Church (assuming that he cared for them in his life).





	The monk does not inherit any layman except if he is the only relative in existence at the time of distributing the estate. He also is not to be inherited by anyone except if that person shared life as monk with him  and his estate goes to the congregation of monks in his monastery regardless of their number. If he leaves an estate outside of the monastery and he willed it to the monastery, it goes to the monastery. If he willed it to a person or persons laymen or monks, it goes to those otherwise it goes to the congregation of his monastery. If he life alone in a monastery or a cave his estate goes to the monk that he wills it to or to congregation of monks that was his advocate (calling). A monk can not will things that already belongs to the congregation of monks. The will of a monk has to be signed according to the rules of authoring wills.





Part: The Inheritance of Salves and Freed Slaves:





		A freed slave can inherit, and can author a will and his heir are like the heirs of a free person. If he had no one to inherit him, his former master inherits 1/4 even if there was no will. And if there is no will and no one to inherit him, the former master inherits everything. A slave does not inherit without a will and no one inherits him other than his master even if he had children, parents, and/or relatives and even if his relatives were free because all he owns belongs to his master and for that reason he can not author a will.


---------------------------------------


Part: Concerning Those who do not Inherit, two categories:





	The first category is those who have neither  marriage nor natural (blood) relation with the deceased, but only circumstantial relation or relation through marriage. The second category is children and relatives born in marriages outside the commandments (laws), slaves, and those who commit adultery with the wife of the deceased, his daughter, his sister, or his mother ad those who might have conspired or caused his death or the loss of his mental capacity. But those who neglect to speed up the freedom of a prisoner of war when they have the ability to do it do not inherit him if he dies except in the case of being included in the will authored while the person is imprisoned. Also a child who hurt his father, for example one who beats his father, or cusses him continuously, or causes him to be fined by intentionally seeking to cause him to be penalized, or forces his father not to author a will or join others who oppose him, is deserving of being excluded from his father’s will.  But if the father excludes his son unfairly, the son is entitled to an inheritance, one fourth in full. The same is for a wife who was unfairly excluded or was divorced according to another faith, she is entitled to one fourth or her full portion of inheritance with the other heirs. Those who also do not inherit are daughters or granddaughters who refuse the marriage he tried to arrange and chose an unclean life.





Part:  Concerning those who do not inherit and have no Custodian:





	The believer is not inherited by an unbeliever unless the unbeliever returned to the faith with proof before the estate is divided. A killer, one who conspire against, one who plots against the life of a person, or one who tried to poison another can not inherit that person unless a will is written that includes him with knowledge of what he tried to do.





Part:  About Things in Doubt:





	This is two categories- If two or more of the heirs are involved  in travel accident, drowning, fire, or building collapse and it was not sure who survived and who did not. They can not inherit each other but each of them can be inherited by those who have the right to inherit him from the living and the dead (the dead in this case is inherited by those who have right to his estate).





	-Second category- What cause doubt in the status of a person being live or dead, like prisoners of war, those absent on (long term) travel and in general those whose news stopped for a long time In those cases a proof of death has to be produced or a long enough period has passed and the ruler agrees that for the length of time the person could not be alive. If a person dies the portion of the estate belonging to the absent should be treated with care and set aside until a determination concerning the absent is made.





Chapter on Priesthood: The Ranks of Priests and Deacons:





[There is no secret that for a long time, priesthood was inherited. This is no longer the case in the Coptic Church. Ranking of deacons should be based only on date of ordination and achieved rank and has nothing to do with who the parent is]





	What was established previously concerning the ranks of the priests and deacons should not be contradicted.  But orders (ranks)  for things that were not ranked before should give priority to the children of the priests before the children of the deacons.  And in ranking boys who are ordained by the local bishop or another bishop, they are ranked not according to their dates of ordination, but according to the ranks of their fathers who are deacons and a younger boy in the rank is higher than an older one if he was ordained earlier. The children of the priests who are ordained by the present bishop follow in rank those who are ordained by his predecessor. Also the children of the priests of the parish are ahead in rank than the children of priest from another parish. And the children of priests from outside the parish are equal in rank with the children of the laymen so they agree about rank according to a lot or without and they both are ahead in rank than the children from outside the parish.





	The priests are different because they are selected for priesthood based on good reputation and better knowledge, while deacons are ordained young and old in large numbers not based on the criteria for selecting priests. For these reasons, priests are ranked based on the date of ordination if they are from that parish or not. If more than one deacon are to be ordained priest on the same day, the laying of hands is based on there ranks and dates of ordination as deacons even if any of them was from an outside parish. If they are equal in rank, the laying of hands order is according to what they agree to or by lot. If one marries a woman that is not marrying for the first time (he calls it ‘rage?’ meaning reject or returned) he and his off-spring has no priesthood.  Also, one who leaves celibate life can not become priest, and if he was a priest he lost his priesthood by leaving the celibate life and his situation of that who married twice, but his off-spring is not prevented from seeking the priesthood.





Part:





	No one is to be ordained priest if he is less than thirty years of age. And also, one needs to receive the recommendation of at least five men that he is of good repute, knowledgeable of the holy books and is accepted by the local bishop and the majority of the congregation of his church. Also if the recommendation is for a twenty five years of age or older, it is accepted but not less than that age. The priest is to baptize, teach, make offerings (liturgy), conduct marriages, and give communion to those who are less than him in rank (a priest does not give communion to another priest). It is not for him to divide or cast out  or place heavy burdens on the congregation outside the laws. He also should not move from one church to another without the permission of his bishop. He also should not go on travel or join a monastery without the permission of his bishop. If he moves to another city (to live) without escape but with the approval of his bishop and if he is known by the people of the new place with good reputation and good conduct they should get to know him and honor him.





	No one of the priests should conduct baptism or wedding ceremonies without learning the rituals and studying the books thoroughly and also should not conduct the liturgy unless he is able to recite it good and correct.





	The priest should not be prevented from his service during the time his wife gives birth on the condition that he does not know her (as husband and wife) during that time for both male and female birth.





	He is prevented from his service if he becomes addicted drunk, known to give false witness, puts down his bishop, lives under the same roof with a woman that is enciting jealousy even if she was his eshpeen, prevents a believer from communion for worldly reasons, or refuses to give him (the blessing) of incense, or refuses to give him the blessings, or causes disputes in the Church, or uses outsiders against the people of his faith.





	If one not from a parish desires to be deacon or priest in that church, he should not be prevented because he was not one the children of the parish.





	Any one who attempts to offer a bribe for any rank of priesthood does not have the right to receive any rank of priesthood, the same punishment is for the one who recommends him and the one who shares with him in the bribery as the commandments clearly states.





	This is what the times dictated that we mention, and there is agreement to do according to the five chapters above mentioned. Any violation of any of it is an act of falsehood. No patriarch or bishop, or priest or laymen is allowed to violate any of it and they should not rely on the rules of any other faith to escape any of these rules because this is an escape from the commandments and can be an act of legalizing the illegal or making the legal illegal. Anyone who does such things is under the law of prevention and separation, and one who mix  (socialize) with one who is prevented is prevented also.  And we ask the Lord who said that he will be with us from now to the end of all ages and who said that if we gathered in his name He will be in our midst and who said that what we tie on earth is tied in heaven and what we absolve on earth is absolved in heaven to make us succeed and to help us leader and followers to understand that and do accordingly. Amen.





	Written on the seventeen’s of Tut, in the year ninehundred and fifty five of the holy martyrs. Glory to God Always, and to Him many thanks.





(This is based on a very old copy on which the handwriting of the patriarch Kyrillos Ibn Luquluque, and is the original copy included here for the benefits it will bring).








[Awlaad Al-Assal, four generations of a wealthy Coptic family who lived in the 13th century A.D(The reign of Ayoubite family during the crusades). They were writers, historians scholars and religious men believed to be the first Copts to write in Arabic, since Coptic continued to be in use until the middle of the 13th century A.D. They are authors of books in Church laws, Church history, science, mathematics, and astronomy. They are believed to be the first to translate the Bible from Coptic to Arabic. Their writings are invaluable in describing the transition from all Coptic to partly Coptic and partly Arabic Church communications. The Church does not accept all the statements in the book being translated, but the translation is for historic record and information we need to understand and appreciate our most highly regarded Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox  Heritage. I hope you benefit from reading this humble work]








(to the best of my ability, I preserved the meaning. Repetition was customary in old writings for emphasis. Also, repetition is caused by multiple sources of same cannon (law)).
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